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The Hellgate Amateur Radio Club, http://www.w7px.org, HARC meets the 2nd Monday of each month.

Next Meeting:   February 9   7:00 PM.        Amateur Radio License Examinations  5:30 PM

Location:   Fire Station No 4.   3011 Latimer Street, just off West Broadway near Quality Supply.  

Program:   Emergency Communications presented by Byron NN8A.
Interested publics are always welcome.

Upcoming Events

	Every Wednesday
	Two-Meter Wednesday Night VHF Net, 147.04 MHz (+ offset) 9:00 PM

	Every Saturday
	“Ham” breakfast, Lucky Strike Restaurant, 7:00 AM

	Every Sunday
	ARRL Montana Section HF Information Net, 3880 kHz  8:00 AM

	Daily
	Montana Traffic Net, 3910 kHz  5:30 PM (00:30 GMT)

	   February 9
	Amateur Radio License Exams 5:30 PM      HARC Meeting/Program 7:00 PM

	   February 28
	Stevensville Hamfest, W8QMD Argus   Stevensville, MT

	   March 9
	Amateur Radio License Exams 5:30 PM     HARC Meeting/Program 7:00 PM


2009 DUES are DUE!  Please support our area repeater system and Hellgate ARC activities.  Annual membership is $25.00 ($5.00 for additional family members). 

(The Hellgate Amateur Radio Club is a 501(c)(3) Non-profit Organization)

MINUTES OF JANUARY 12, 2009   MEETING

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Elmer WG7P

Introductions were made by call sign with 19 members in attendance

Minutes were approved as written-motion Bill W4YMA, 2nd Donnie W7XY

Treasurer was absent.  Ruth N7FMA has agreed to review the 2008 financial records

Leo Cirbo of the FCC was the program and gave a review of the transition to digital TV and the associated problems.  Leo was interested in HARC assisting with the transition by providing technical advice.  Byron NN8A agreed to coordinate the clubs efforts.   Members agreeing to assist were Lewis AC7UZ, Donnie W7XY, Bill W4YMA, Steve KK7UV, Gerry K7IMZ, Cody KL0RN, David KB1BED, Vick K7VK, Elmer WG7P, and Merrill.

Committee Reports-
Repeater –Byron NN8A indicated need to consider replacing packet controllers for repeater $350/pair times two.  
Membership—Liz reminded people to pay 2009 dues and encourage other to join and attend meetings.  

Net Operators—1/14-Bill W4YMA, 1/21-Vick K7VK, 1/28-Liz WG7E, 2/4-Byron NN8A, 2/11-Lewis AC7UZ
Old Business-

Report was given concerning 2008 Skywarn recognition days.  Byron NN8A moved Mike KE7IZG 2nd to allow HARC’s Cushcraft vertical to remain at NOAA until June 09.  Motion carried.  After that the antenna situation at NOAA will be review and permanent improvements considered.

Brief reports on the Christmas party and First Night were given.

Disposal of Unnecessary Equipment-Moved by Byron NN8A, 2nd Mike KE7IZG to take unneeded equipment to the Argus Ham Fest in Stevesville on February 28 to sell.  Motion carried.

Static-This year editorship will be shared.  Vick K7VK January, Bob N7MSU February, Vick again in May.  Editors for March and April remaining months are needed.

Worked All Hellgate Award-Gatekeeper Bob N7MSU and committee will review award and prepare recommended revisions.  Membership list will be placed on HARC web site for assistance to those working on award.

New Business-

Proposed purchase of --ARRl Call Book CD at a cost of $70—Moved Paul N7PAS, 2nd Donnie W7XY, motion carried.

Sale of 440 beam to  Morey for $60—Moved Lewis AC7UZX, 2nd Byron NN8A, motion carried

December 14, 2009 Christmas Party—recommended to have at Montana Club on N Reserve.  Moved Vick K7VK, 2nd Byron NN8A, motion carried

Club QSL Cards—recommended allocating approximately $100 for purchase of 500 cards.  Moved Donnie W7XY, 2nd Lewis AC7UZ, motion carried.

Resurrect Winter Week-End—Steve K7PX asked if there was interest and about 10 indicated interest.  Steve will investigate feasibility and report at February meeting.

Program Suggestions—anyone having suggestions contact Elmer WG7P

Upcoming Events—Members who are chairing the various events were asked to secure a written request from the sponsoring organization requesting the services of HARC.

Items Buy or Sell-
Steve KK7UV looking for full power antenna tuner and turn counter
Announcements-
Thanks to Vick for January Static

Start thinking about June 27/28 Field Day

Inventory of club equipment and supplies being compiled, if you have any HARC’s  equipment let Elmer know.
Door Prize—Bob K7BA won the 2009 Glacier-Waterton Calendar

Adjourn—Motion Bill W4YMA, 2nd Paul N7PAS, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM
**********************************************

The Gavel Passes from Bill W4YMA to Elmer WG7P in 2009
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At the first club meeting of the year on January 9, Bill W4YMA passed the gavel to Elmer WG7P, as the incoming president, and the Hellgate Amateur Radio Club was off to another year of fun and community involvement.  There were 19 members present who listened to a presentation by Leo Cirbo, from the FCC, who talked about the transition to digital television and asked for the clubs assistance during the transition.  Byron NN8A agreed to coordinate those efforts; anyone interested in helping please contact Byron at arl3051@wildblue.net.  

Club members were reminded to pay their 2009 dues.  Last year the club had 55 members and the hopes are to increase that number this year.  Those present were reminded there are many activities to involve club members, and this year we hope to have some programs that will allow for hands-on participation.  The club also hopes to expand Field Day and Skywarn for the full 24 hour period, thus requiring more manpower.  

Members were encouraged to try and achieve the “Worked All Hellgate” award, considering Vick K7VK has been the only recipient in the past four years.  The award is designed to encourage members to contact other club members via various radio modes.  The details of the requirements are on the club web site.  Those successful will be presented their certificate at the annual Christmas party to be held again this year at the Montana Club on N Reserve on December 14th.

One of the new items on the agenda was “items to buy or sell,” and Steve KK7UV was looking for a full power antenna tuner and a turn counter.  If you have any of these items you would like to sell, you can contact Steve at kk7uv@bresnan.net.  Another new item on the agenda was the “door prize drawing” that was a 2009 Glacier Waterton Ham Fest Calendar won by Bob K7BA.  The calendar even included pictures of some of our own members.

The meeting ended by 8:30, giving those present a little time to visit and share stories and discuss ideas with fellow members, or to enjoy another piece of candy.  The next meeting will be on February 9th at 7:00 PM at Missoula Fire House #4 near Quality Supply.  You could be the lucky door prize winner!!
POSSIBLE IDEAS TO CONSIDER IN 2009 –Elmer WG7P
During our February meeting we will take a few minutes to discuss the following ideas that have been mentioned from time to time.  Perhaps we can arrive at some consensus as to the direction or activities the club would like to become involved with.  Please review this list and maybe there are others that you might like to add.  Don’t forget, along with new ideas or activities comes the need for member participation.  If you have a new idea, be willing to provide assistance or leadership.
1-STATIC—ARTICLE ENTITLED “GET TO KNOW YOUR CUB MEMBERS,” AND MORE LOCAL CLUB INFORMATION

2-COMPLETE AN INVENTORY OF CLUB’S EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

3-CONSIDER A CONVENIENT STORAGE AREA SUCH AS ENCLOSED TRAILER FOR EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

4-DO MORE WITH EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS WITH MEMBERS BECOMING CERTIFIED—ON LINE COURSES, etc.
5-REVISE/UP DATE OUR REPEATER ETIQUETTE POLICY

6-COMPLETE ANTENNA PROJECT AT NOAA

7-REVIEW FIELD DAY—BUILD ANTENNA, 24 HOUR COVERAGE, INCLUDE FAMILY PICNIC

8-REVIEW “WORKED ALL HELLGATE” AWARD

9-DEVELOP A CLUB BROCHURE

10-REVIEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT NET AND PERHAPS ADD SOME NEW IDEAS AFTER OFFICIAL NET

11-CONSIDER HAVING CLASSES FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A HAM

12-FINE TUNE WEB SITE—EASE OF USE, KEEP CURRENT

13-TRY AND INCREASE OUR MEMBERSHIP

14-REVIEW MRLA AND DISCUSS FEASIBILITY OF OUR PARTICIPATION

15-DEVELOP INCENTIVE PROGRAM WITH APPROPRIATE AWARD FOR MEETING ATTENDANCE, EVENT CHAIR, etc.
16-CONSIDER BOY SCOUT VENTURED CREW 14-21

****************************************************************

Getting To Know Our Club Members
Articles featuring club members will appear each month as suggested by W4YMA Bill.  If you would be willing to write a brief article about yourself sharing some of your background and experiences please let K7VK Vick or WG7P Elmer know. 
This month:

BOB BLACK K7BA

TRUSTEE OF HARC CALL SIGN (W7PX)
BOB obtained his first ticket in 1979 and that year joined both the Hellgate Amateur Radio Club (HARC) and the Missoula Area Repeater Klub (MARK).  During that time there were two separate organizations but typically hams were members of both.  Bob served as President of HARC and the Repeater Club in 1980, and was instrumental in combining both clubs into one.  HARC became the surviving organization serving both purposes.  During those years Bob stated that there were about 30 members, and they all attended meetings, participated in events and maintained the various repeaters.

During Bob’s early years he spent most of his radio time DXing using his Drake TR4 that he eventually gave to the club, and started using his Icom 735 with a tri band Delta Loop.  Bob never used an amplifier, but made approximately 290 confirmed contacts with a maximum 100 watts.  He stated DXing was his first love, and at one time ran the West Coast DX Net.  

Another joy of Bob’s was participating in the annual Field Day that was held at the top of Mount Sentinel for a number of years.  He stated that they ran two stations, one CW and one HF, operating pile-ups on both stations for the entire 24 hour period.  He said that the event culminated with the wives and children bringing food and refreshment to the top of Mount Sentinel and having a huge picnic.  He did mention that there was a time or two that the operators’ hid in their vehicles riding out the summer electrical storms that even blew tents and supplies around the mountain top. 

Another of Bob’s interesting experiences was when he remained in radio contact with Jim, Kh5--for sixty days while Jim floated his 27 ton 55 feet self made cement boat from Guam to Astoria, Oregon.  Gladys, Jim’s sister, lived in Missoula, Montana and asked Bob if the Ham’s could stay in contact with her brother Jim, while sailing the Pacific, moving his family and all of their belongings from Guam to Montana.  Bob said that he or the club contacted Jim each night for the entire trip and would phone patch him to his sister so they were able to talk almost every night.  Bob says the boat is now located on Flat Head Lake.

TOSRV (Tour of the Swan River Valley) was one of Bob’s pet projects that he chaired for 25 years before giving up the reigns to Bob N7MSU just a few years ago.  Although he gave up chairmanship, he still can be found somewhere along the route each year.   Bob stated that in the early years they would have approximately 600 cyclists participating in TORSV.   One of the more eventful times during his tenure as chairman was on a Sunday afternoon in May, 1980 with approximately 300 to 400 cyclists on their return trip to Missoula, when he got word the Mount Saint Helens had erupted and that the ash was headed west.  Bob stated he called and advised Missoula County officials of the news and then managed to get all the cyclists safely to Missoula.

Bob, K7BA, hails originally from Pennsylvania where he graduated from Derry Township High School, east of Pittsburgh, in 1948.  He joined the Air Force after graduating from high school, and became a fighter pilot serving both in Korea and Viet Nam.  After retiring from the Air Force in 1968, he attended the University of Montana obtaining his BS in Forestry in 1971 (Vick K7VK was one of his classmates) and his Masters in Forestry in 1973.  After graduation he started working for Plum Creek timber as a forester where he remained until his retirement in 1989.  During the summers while Bob was attending the University he flew slurry bombers for Johnson aviation (the radio man for Johnson was Dick Lindborg W7OHH).  Bob stated he has in excess of 3,000 hours in flying with most of the hours driving fighter jets.

Bob and his wife Oralia, celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary this past September.   They have one son and three grandchildren.  Their offspring are located in California.  

*********************

Ham Radio Trivia

“Little America” is a DXCC entity better known as a) U.S. Virgin Islands b) North Pole c) Panama Canal Zone d) Antarctica ?

(answer at end of newsletter)

***************************************

LICENSE SUCCESS—Vick K7VK
The January 12 license examination session proved successful for two candidates.  Amanda is now a technician, KE7ZIR, and Micah is a general, KE7ZIS.  CONGRATULATIONS to them!  Thanks to volunteer examiners: AC7UZ, K7PX, K7VK, N7FMW, WG7E and WG7P.  Our next examination sessions are February 9 and March 9.  

The January 2009 examination was Session #220.  Since 1984, we’ve seen 1069 candidates, 599 of them successful (56%).  Codeless-technicians are 43% of the total: Technicians with Morse code 17%: General 19%: Advanced 7%, and 10% have passed Extra Class Exams.  We currently have 11 active volunteer examiners.   
ARGUS W8QMD STEVENSVILLE HAMFEST—Elmer WG7P

The annual Argus W8QMD Hamfest will be held again this year on Saturday, February 28, 2009 at the American Legion Hall outside of Stevensville, beginning at 11:00 AM and going into the afternoon.  Tables are available at no cost for people or clubs having items to sell.  There is no admission fee, but donations will be accepted to pay the $150 building rental fee.  

The hamfest originated approximately 15 years ago when several hams thought it would be a good idea to have a swap meet to buy and sell used ham gear.  The first gathering was held at Argus’s house, thus becoming known as the Argus Hamfest.  Argus, a machinist by trade, is known for designing, manufacturing, and modifying ham gear, antennas, etc. for hams in our area.  Argus has been a ham since 1954.

The hamfest has been well attended, and is a good opportunity to meet some of the hams that you know only by call sign.  Those going from Missoula would go south on highway 93, into Stevensville and continue south, turn left onto the Middle Burnt Fork road, continue about 3 miles, and the building will be located on the left.   Just follow all of the pickups with antennas sticking up everywhere and you will be fine.   Stopping for breakfast at the Frontier Café just north of the Stevensville Y is not a bad idea either.  For directions and information that morning turn to 146.520 and there will be plenty of help on that frequency.

The HARC will be taking excess gear and supplies to the Argus Hamfest to sell.  Help gathering the gear and getting it set up in Stevensville will be appreciated.   Anyone willing to help, please give Jerry N7GE (239-2223) or Elmer WG7P (240-8685) a call.

***************************************************

What to Do with those Foreign Stamps—Bob N7MSU
Like many hams, I like to QSL with foreign countries via the postal networks.  Some hams prefer the newer electronic QSLing services like ARRL’s LOTW, but I still prefer hardcopies with pictures, notes, signatures, etc.  The QSL cards often come in envelopes covered with foreign stamps.  I am not a stamp collector, but I know they have value to others.  Our old friend Wayne N7TAE sk collected for many years.   So, I periodically passed stamps on to him, until he died.   Not long ago I realized that my pile of foreign stamps was again getting dangerously high.  For some reason I had been slow to realize that Missoula must have a club for stamp collecting hobbyists.  But, when I looked at Uncover Missoula, which lists our own Hellgate Amateur Radio Club, I found the Garden City Stamp Club with a list of officers and phone numbers.  So, I called Keith Yale (549-2163) and explained my situation.  It turned out Keith and Wayne had been good buddies who shared stamp collecting and UM affiliation for many years.   He took my stamps readily.  Some may be auctioned to raise money for the stamp club.  This sure helped me and provided assistance to area stamp collectors also.
**********************************************************************************************************************

The Joys of Winter Radio Camping, or How to Climb Pine Trees in the Dark--Steve K7PX
This January I was able to take some time and get out for a much needed backpacking trip.  Only this time I elected to Pulk.  Pulking, if you did not know, is hauling your gear by sled instead of humping it on your back.  The great advantage of this method is the extra weight and, hence gear, one can take along.

I elected to bring both VHF and HF gear on this outing.  My route had me hauling my sled up the main Rattlesnake corridor from the trailhead using snowshoes this time.  I was to get a late start and did not get on the trail till well after 1:00 pm. Even at this I knew, if I had a packed trail, I could make some distance.  As it was, this being a good snow year, the local ski club elected to put in a groomed trail, which was to complicate things.  As I am also a skier, I tried to keep myself and gear out of the tracks.  To do this I had to walk off the packed section and hence had a wee bit more work to get where I was heading.

So around 5:30, or so, I began looking for a good spot to stop for the night.  I had only managed to make it just up to the Bees Cove creek crossing before running out of light.  Normally this would not be a reason for stopping but on this occasion I was beat and wanted to call it a day.

Heading off the trail into a large meadow before the creek, I found a stand of pine that would not only offer a windbreak but a good antenna tree as well.  After setting up my tent and getting out sleeping bag, sleeping pads and starting a stove to melt water it was time to turn my attention to matters of radio.

First off, a call on the VHF to K7VK to let him know I had made camp and have him drop a message to my wife, letting her know all was well.  Then out came QRP Elecraft K-1 rig.  With my stopping to set up camp, I no longer was producing more heat that I needed.  Instead I was starting to cool down.  So out came an extra jacket, dry gloves and warmer hat.  The thermometer was showing a temp of 5( and dropping.  On the plus side there was no wind.

As I started to string out my random length (80’) section of 24-gage wire antenna, I began trying to see which tree I wanted to hang it up in.  The clear sky I had enjoyed for the afternoon, and one I expected to have for a great star show later on, was now clouding over.  As I indicated earlier it was now quite dark and my headlamp while working was not so powerful as to allow perfect viewing.   So seeing a shadow of a tree off to the East of camp, I headed that way with my haul line.  With two feet of snow to dig through, finding a throwing rock was going to be a bit of a problem.  I then spotted a couple of carabineers I had brought along and used them to add weight to the end of the haul line.

After tossing the haul line up and over the tree, I headed round the backside to pick up the line.  After five minutes or so, it became apparent that the line did not reach the ground on this side.  I now had two choices, pull down the line and try another toss or climb the tree and see if I could find the upper end of the haul line.  Up I went, thinking it would be faster to do it this way.  So in the dark with steamed glasses, up I went.  Some twenty feet up, I found my line and was able to get it out, over and down to where I could grab it and secure it after hauling up my long wire.

Back at the radio, I now tossed the counter poise out   I was soon hooked up and ready to go.  At 7:45 I tried to check into the IMN (Idaho Montana Net) net and although I could hear the Net control station he could not pull me out of the mud under a RITTY contest on our freq.  Next I tried to contact Vick on a lower frequency and, again, had no luck.  So it was back on the VHF simplex and final goodnights made.

Lots of work with not much in the way of radio contacts.  I must say this is the exception and not the rule.  Over the years I very often take VHF and HF radio rigs when I am out in the bush, especially when I am solo.  It is a good back up in case of emergencies and cell phone towers can’t always be reached from the wild places we go.

So the radio part of the trip was a bust, but the getting out and enjoying the winter camping was a plus.  It’s nice when I can combine two or more hobbies at a time.  It sure increases the chances of overall enjoyment   See you on the trail or the airways.

***************************************************

HOW NOT TO INSTALL A MOBILE RADIO--Byron NN8A
Two years ago I installed a Kenwood  RS-2000 all band in my newly purchased Chevy Pickup.  I was carful to follow the manufactures directions and had all the cables well dressed, and the radio hidden.  The installation worked well and had good reports on the HF signal.  

I need to explain that by schooling and practice I am an electronics engineer or a geek.  My wife refers to the people like me as geezers.  I enjoy fixing electronic gadgets and work during the summers with communications in fire camps.  I should have known better!!

Let’s go back to the main story now.  I had installed the radio in March, but was in a mild accident with the truck the following January.  The truck was repaired in February.  Shortly afterwards a friend and I were moving a piece of fire equipment with my truck and a trailer, when, suddenly, there was thick black smoke curling out of the cab of my truck. It took a pair of diagonals and a fire extinguisher to stop the fire.  During the emergency all I could see was $34,000 and multiple radios going up in smoke.  

Due the quick action of the two fire fighters, all that occurred was a small burn in the carpet under the back seat, one radio damaged, and some wire burned.  I quickly located the cause.  During the March accident, the positive cable to the TS -2000 cut through the protective grommet and rubbed up against a raw edge on the body of the pickup.  Finally, on the fateful Saturday morning it shorted out.  Know I really knew better!

The positive cable left the battery and ran along the frame of the truck and then up through the floor.  There was a rubber grommet in the sheet metal to protect the wires.  Then there was an in-line fuse, provided by the manufacturer, and the negative side was also fused.  Once again I should have known better.  The wire shorted between the battery and the fuse.  The fuse never felt the current surge, as it was on the wrong side of the direct short.  The only way for the circuit to be shut down was the pair or diagonal wire cutters.  The only way to cool the wire on the inside of the truck and stop the fire was an extinguisher.

Ok, let’s see what had I done wrong? There was fourteen feet of 8 gauge wire that was unfused, before it reached the fuse and went through a metal bulkhead.

What had I done right?  There was a fire extinguisher and wire cutters in the truck.

How to prevent the tragedy (burned up Kenwood RS-2000) from ever occurring? I just needed to fuse the primary wire at the battery connection in addition to the radio fuses.  See, I did know better.

Wishing good luck to everyone who installs a mobile radio in a vehicle!
Serious Weather in your Area?  Tune to 147.04 MHz   SKYWARN could be activated!
 
MEETING PROGRAMS, PRESENTERS and STATIC EDITOR IDEAS, Please

We are looking for Hellgate ARC meeting program suggestions and presenters, and articles/editors for the Hellgate STATIC.  If you have ideas, contacts and/or volunteers, please contact WG7P, Elmer.

The HELLGATE STATIC Needs You!

We need members to share editing of the Hellgate STATIC.  If you can assist, please let us know.  Even for one month will be a big help.  

Hellgate Amateur Radio Club Officers/Committees

	President
	WG7P Elmer
	elmerm@hughes.net

	Vice-President
	W4YMA Bill
	billfarrell@hotmail.com

	Secretary
	KE7IZG Mike
	michael.leary@umontana.edu

	Treasurer
	N7GE Jerry
	n7ge@bresnan.net

	Repeater Committee
	W4YMA, Bill (Vice-President

NZ7S, Eric; NN8A, Byron (Thru 2010)

N7PAS, Paul; W7XY, Donnie(Thru 2009)
	nz7s@msn.com

	Awards
	N7MSU Bob
	n7msu@q.com

	Exams VE Contact
	K7VK Vick 
	k7vk@arrl.net

	Membership
	WG7E Liz
	

	Newsletter Editor
	N7MSU Bob
	Rotating Monthly  - Volunteer!

	Webmaster
	KE7IZG Mike
	michael.leary@umontana.edu


Is amateur radio important to you?  

SUPPORT THE ARRL, our greatest advocate for amateur radio.

Become a member. http://www.arrl.org/
Antarctica
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