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                        PO Box 3811   Missoula, MT  59806-3811

Meetings: The Hellgate Amateur Radio Club (HARC)  HYPERLINK "http://www.w7px.org" http://www.w7px.org meets monthly, 2nd Monday of every month.  Next is June 14 at Missoula Fire Station #4 3011 Latimer Street, just off West Broadway, North of Quality Supply.  7:00 PM.     

License Examinations precede the meeting.  

June Meeting Program:  Portable Radio setup in the parking lot by K7GIS Larry and KK7UV Steve.   

The public is always welcome.

HARC members have a chance to win the meeting Door prize.  You must be present to win!

Congratulations to our May meeting winner, KC5WRA, Donna.  She won the 5” lock-grip pliers.  

Upcoming Events/Exams/Meetings

Wednesdays
Don’t forget every Wednesday 9 PM HARC VHF net 147.04 MHz, 146.90 alt. 

June 12-13
ARRL VHF contest  see HYPERLINK "http://www.arrl.org"www.arrl.org
June 14
Amateur Radio License Exams 5:30 pm  & HARC Meeting 7 pm

June 26-27
FIELD DAY – HARC Contact WG7P

July 4
Special Event Station at Fort Missoula - HARC  Contact N7MSU Bob

July 11
Missoula Marathon - HARC contact AC7UZ Lewis

July 12
Amateur Radio License Exams 5:30 pm  & HARC Meeting 7 pm 

FIELD DAY:  June 26 & 27.  Fort Missoula. Meet for breakfast at Paradise Falls at 7:00-8:00 AM, begin setup at the Fort about 9:00 AM. 

SPECIAL EVENT STATION:  July 4 at Fort Missoula.  HARC contact is N7MSU Bob (251-4148 or n7msu@q.com).  Setup begins at 8 AM and wrap-up by 4 PM.  Volunteers are needed. 

MISSOULA MARATHON:   July 11.     Contact AC7UZ Lewis at 549-1450 and volunteer.  

HARC Meeting Programs

What would you like to see/hear at the HARC meeting programs?  Do you or you know of folks willing to present programs at the meetings?  If so, please contact Elmer, WG7P.  

2010 DUES are over-DUE!  Please support the HARC area repeater system and club activities.  Annual membership is $25.00 ($5.00 for additional family members).  

CONGRATULATIONS 

Upgrade and New Licensee!

Two candidates were successful at the May license examination session:  Congratulations Upgrading to General: KC5WRA Donna and new Technician:  KF7JYI Daniel.  

Thanks to participating HARC volunteer examiners:  N7GE, Jerry; N7PAS, Paul and WG7E Liz.   Our next examination session will be 5:30 PM prior to the June 14 club meeting.  

For SALE 
Looking for a roller inductor antenna tuner?  

HARC member deal.  

MFJ 969 Versa Tuner II.  $99.  Is new with manual.  Price at AES is $200.  

Contact K7VK, evenings, 549-0027 or email to  HYPERLINK "mailto:k7vk@arrl.net" k7vk@arrl.net.     

FIELD DAY FAST APPROACHING

By WG7P, Elmer

Field Days 2010 are fast approaching, and we still need more assistance setting up and manning our stations, June 26 and 27.  Last year we operated the full 24 hours and are hoping to do so again this year.  The event will be at the Chapel at Fort Missoula, but this year we have asked the mosquitoes not to attend the late evening session.  We are also planning a pot luck dinner; and if you have a special dish you are famous for, it would be great if you and your dish could be there by 6 pm Saturday the 26th for the pot luck. 

We will be passing the signup sheets around at out next meeting on June 14th for both the pot luck and for setting up our antennas and stations and manning the radios.  So far we don’t have any CW operators signed up.  Last year Steve K7PX did a great with the CW and was responsible for a majority or our points we received.  We were the number 2 of the Montana 2A stations in 2009.  

If you are not going to be to the June meeting but would like to help with Field Days, please contact Elmer at  HYPERLINK "mailto:elmerm@hughes.net" elmerm@hughes.net or 240-4301.  

Looking for HARC Info?  

Visit the HARC Wednesday night 2-Meter net, 9 PM.  This net meets regularly on 147.04 MHz (146.90 MHz alternate).  You can also view the HARC website on the internet:  HYPERLINK "http://www.w7px.org" www.w7px.org.  It is updated regularly by KE7IZG, Mike.  

KEEP those BATTERIES CHARGED

Field day, summer campouts, special service events and ham radio.  Don’t forget to keep that 12 volt battery charged.  Voltage is a quick and efficient way to check your battery’s charge (Ref. Emergency Power for Radio Communications by M. Bryce, WB8VGE).  

VOLTAGE
% of Charge Remaining

12.6
100%

12.4
75%

12.2
50%

12.0
<25%

11.8
Near 0%

HARC RIDES TOSRV 40

By N7MSU, Bob

On May 22 and 23, 14 HARC hams helped the 2-day, 220-mile, Tour of the Swan River Valley (TOSRV) celebrate its 40th anniversary.   In spite of the weatherman’s forecast, weather conditions were near perfect.  It was neither too hot, nor too cold.  Not perfectly dry, but not too wet, 140 riders enjoyed Montana’s most strenuous and oldest bicycle tour.

Jerry N7STM was particularly happy, as he watched his son Loren not only enter TOSRV, but also lead it, over much of the route.  There is nothing like a father and son team.

Utilizing the 146.80 repeater and switching to 146.80 simplex when necessary, hams reported mechanical breakdowns, injuries and locations of the physically fit cyclists for two days.  The food and drink provided along the route were great.  Camaraderie between riders and hams was exceptional, as usual.  Hams and riders, both, enjoyed exceptional scenery, punctuated by occasional views of loons, deer, eagles and elk.

Special thanks to Lewis AC7UZ, Jackie KC7RBC, Kevin W1KGK, Jerry N7STM, Larry K7GIS, Kody KL0RN, Marty N7VGY, Eric NZ7S, Donna KC5WRA, Bob K7BA, Jerry N7GE, Vick K7VK, and Bob N7MSU for their participation and help during the 2010 Tour of the Swan River Valley.

HARC MEETING MINUTES – May 10, 2010 
By AE7MH Michael - HARC Secretary 

Meeting Called to order by Elmer, WG7P at 7pm

Introductions were made with 24 attendees

Secretaries Report— Mike, AE7MH Motion Bill, W4YMA 2nd Donnie, W7XY to approve meeting minutes for April 12th, 2010, as published. Motion passed

Treasurers Report— Jerry, N7GE Motion Liz, WG7E 2nd Paul, N7PAS to approve Treasurers Report as presented.  Motion passed

Committee Reports

Membership — Liz, WG7E Membership applications are available, please see Liz if you need to update your information.

Repeater — Eric, NZ7S For the 147.04 repeater, we are working on a few possible solutions, including a plan to change the present antenna to a known good antenna. 

  Net Operators — 5/12 Elmer, WG7P 5/19 Jerry, N7GE 5/26 Bill, W4YMA  6/2 Paul, N7PAS  6/9 Larry, K7GIS  6/16 no volunteer yet We will continue to hold the net on the 147.04 repeater, and use the 146.90 repeater as backup. Lewis, AC7UZ will act as a backup net control.

Old Business

  Static — Monthly Editor, June Vick, K7VK Thanks Michael for May – Newsletter editor is still needed for July

“Getting to Know” article for June – No volunteers

  Name badges are still available, please get with Elmer, WG7P – sign up list passed around.

  Field Day 2010 — Signup sheets passed for Potluck and for Operators for this years event. - Field day will be at Fort Missoula in the Chapel same as last year. 

  Trailer – Lewis, AC7UZ – We have not found a centralized and secure location or facilities to store the trailer. Volunteers that would like to be considered to serve as quartermaster to manage the club equipment stored in the trailer should submit their name to one of the club officers.  This appointment will be made by the Board of Directors.

  Riverbank Run Report – Jerry, N7GE –Suggestions for 2011--have a printed list of operators and their locations, and locations be identified by a number to ease information transfer to the event coordinators.

  Grizzly Man Adventure Report--Bill, W4YMA – Glowing feedback from race coordinators.  We need at least one more person for next years race. It's the second year of the race and next year it is expected more countries will be participating.

 YMCA Triathlon – Liz WG7E – The event was well organized and ran very smoothly.  The YMCA hosted a delicious Bar-B-Q after the event for all volunteers.  

  License Class--Mike, AE7MH – Congratulations to Donna, KE5WRA on passing her General Class test! An Extra Class license class is probable for this fall. Volunteers to assist will be needed. Paul N7PAS and Lewis AC7UZ volunteered. 

  TOSRV – Bob, N7MSU – We meet at 7 am on Saturday, May 22, at the Bonner school where final assignments and plans for the day will be distributed. Volunteers will need a 2 meter mobile radio, a reliable vehicle, a safety vest, and your HARC magnetic door signs. Might want to bring snacks/food, water, binoculars and a camera! Be familiar with operation of your 2 meter radio as we will be using the 146.80 repeater and the simplex of 146.80, and don't be shy about running high power. Breakfast will be at Potomac, lunch in Seeley Lake, snack in Condon, and Dinner at the campground. Sleeping arrangements are camping at the campground or you are free to seek out other options at your expense. The HARC will only reimburse fuel expenses with accompanied receipts for this event.

  Glacier Waterton Hamfest – Marty N7VGY – Marty might secure a history of the hamfest to present to the club. Marty is looking for volunteers for making coffee in the mornings at the hamfest. Possibly HARC could sponsor this event that starts at 7 am.  Coffee supplies and pots are supplied by the hamfest committee.

   Other Items - None

New Business

  Missoula Symphony's “Cycle for Symphony”--Bill, W4YMA-– Not sure if the club really should get involved, as there are issues with tracking participants in the event. Riders are not required to complete the entire course, could join the course at any point and also withdraw at any point. Bill will obtain additional information.  An official request has not been received at this time.

  Ride-De-Cure – Lewis, AC7UZ – Bozeman's radio club is heading up the event and would like 2 or 3 volunteers from each of the major Montana radio clubs. Race chase vehicles will be staffed with medical personnel to assist riders with any issues they may have. The Race takes place September 11th in Three Forks, Montana.

  NOAA Assistance Monday may 5th (High Wind) – Donnie, W7XY – With the 147.04 repeater not functional it was very difficult to gather information. Thus, the 147.14 Plains repeater was utilized with it's linking ability into Eureka. Reports that were entered into the system include wind and damage reports from Lincoln, Kalispell and Dixon.  

  July 4th Special Events Station – Fort Missoula – Bob, N7MSU – This year we will consider adding digital modes to the presentation. This might be of interest to the younger generations and observers can see and understand what is happening. A TV with a computer connection will be provided by Paul N7PAS to display the activity. Setup will be 8 am, operations starting at 9 am, tear down will start at 4 pm. Volunteers are needed. 

  Missoula Marathon – Lewis, AC7UZ –The marathon takes place on July 11th. Lewis AC7UZ will chair this event.  Volunteers are needed for operations in the field and to help coordinate communications. 

  Other Items – Larry, K7GIS suggested that the club look into possibly setting up a special event station at the mall, the Saturday markets or other high traffic location for community outreach. 

Program — Eric, NZ7S — Using and making dummy loads – Eric brought in several examples of homemade dummy loads, and commercially made. Eric explained the function of dummy loads and how to utilize different types for different situations. Special thanks for the presentation. 

Steve KK7UV showed a classic breadboard rig, a Tuned-plate-Not-Tuned grid or TNT transmitter that he made using period parts that took five years to collect and hand wound coils.

June Program – Larry, K7GIS and Steve, KK7UV will setup communication stations in the parking lot.

Announcements

  Again congratulations to Donna KC5WRA for passing her General Class test – 

Buy or Sell? - Nothing mentioned

Good of the Order  - Paul, N7PAS does anyone have a mic to test out an ICOM-746 located at the storehouse? Lewis might have.

Door Prize Drawing – 5” Lock grip pliers – won by Donna KC5WRA

Motion to Adjourn  - Paul, N7PAS 2nd Jerry, N7GE - Motion passed

SK - WA7ZOO, Chuck Rafferty 

By K7VK Vick 

Long-time HARC member and volunteer examiner, WA7ZOO Chuck, 85, became a silent key in April 15.  A fine radio enthusiast, Chuck participated in Field Days, Special Events, Traffic Nets and as a Volunteer examiner at nearly 40 of HARC’s examination sessions in the late 1980s through the 1990s.  He also could be heard on his VHF radio from his summer campouts in the forests near Missoula.  

Few HARC members could light up a meeting or event as Chuck could with his greeting, continuous smile, contagious laugh and thoughtful logic. Chuck served as Vice President beginning in 1976 and was active for decades with the HARC. He was always ready to lend a hand erecting an antenna or tower or servicing the HARC’s repeaters.   

Many remember Chuck as a road runner.  He was a very energetic jogger running most mornings and a participant and medal winner in many road races around Missoula. HARC members not running to keep up with him would cheer him on as he streaked past their communication posts.

A fine husband, father and friend, Chuck’s is a radio family, his XYL of 61 years: Betty KB7HUK, and his sons: Mike K7PTL, Denny N7PZY and Brian N7MAN.     

73 our friend, mentor and volunteer.  …  -.-

Photo from Missoulian Online Obituaries

 HYPERLINK "http://missoulian.com/news/local/obituaries/article_5837cf70-4b0e-11df-bd75-001cc4c03286.html" http://missoulian.com/news/local/obituaries/article_5837cf70-4b0e-11df-bd75-001cc4c03286.html
Hellgate ARC assists Missoula YMCA

By WG7E Liz

HARC assisted the Missoula YMCA with communications for the annual YMCA Triathalon on Saturday, May 8, 2010.  Eight members helped:  Larry K7GIS, Ron KF7GZP, Mike KE7IZG, Elmer WG7P, Jerry N7GE, Bob K7BA, Lewis AC7UZ, and Liz WG7E.  All athletes successfully completed the course without need for emergency assistance.  Volunteers were invited to share a barbeque/potluck provided by the YMCA following the race.  THANK YOU to all the HARC members who were able to come!  

RADIO WORLD on the WEB

“Mary Day Lee, Radio Pioneer” is the title of an interesting article in the Radio World, published free online monthly:

 HYPERLINK "http://www.worldradiomagazine.com/index.html" http://www.worldradiomagazine.com/index.html.  

The article by James O’Neal is a good read.  It details the two-decade long career of Ms. Lee in radio beginning in 1905.  Check it out at  HYPERLINK "http://www.radioworld.com/article/100402" http://www.radioworld.com/article/100402.

Thanks, WG7P & KK7UV.  

NEW Technician Examinations!

Beginning with our July examination session, the new FCC question pool for Technician will be in effect.  For details, see  HYPERLINK "www.arrl.org%20" www.arrl.org or  HYPERLINK "www.w5yi.org" www.w5yi.org. or phone one of our examiners.   

And Speaking of 

AMATEUR RADIO EXAMINATIONS

The June examination session will be the 140th  session administered by the HARC volunteers.  Since 1984, we’ve seated 1111 candidates seeing 636 of them successful at obtaining new licenses or upgrading.  Codeless technicians top the successful candidates at 279 followed by Generals at 130 and Extras at 63.  Novice, Technician-plus and Advance class make up the remainder.  Thirty-three volunteer examiners have contributed their time assisting others with this program.  Many thanks to them for their participation.   

JULY 4TH SPECIAL EVENT STATION

By N7MSU Bob

W7PX will be up and running as a special event station, celebrating American independence at Fort Missoula, again this year.  July 4th falls on a Sunday, and our operation will be announced in the July QST.  So we can expect lots of action.   As before, we will be operating at the old Chapel.  This is a great family oriented celebration at the Fort with food, music, and a wide variety of displays and demonstrations.

This is a very public event for HARC, and it is a good opportunity to demonstrate ham radio and explain the various facets of the hobby.  Thousands of people join in the Independence celebrations at the Fort, and many of them visit the Chapel to see us operate.  

We will need operators and loggers.  A new wrinkle will be a digital HF operation, using PSK31.   For those who want to learn more about HF digital communications, this can be a good opportunity for you.  If you want to operate SSB or CW, you can also do that.  Everyone can operate.

Also, we would like to have hams bring some vintage radio equipment to have on display.  This was popular addition to last year’s special event.   Anything prior to 1990, particularly before 1970, will be of great interest to the public.  Let N7MSU know, if you have something for display.

Set up will be from 8-9 am on Sunday July 4th.  Operations will continue until 4 pm, at which time we will need to tear down the station and remove it from the Fort.  We welcome and need help in all phases and look forward to seeing you there.  Please give Bob N7MSU a call (251-4148 or n7msu@q.com), if you can help or bring a vintage radio.

HELLGATE STATIC  Editors

 are Needed!

Help edit the your club newsletter, the Hellgate STATIC.  Put your word processing skills to work for your club! If you can assist, please contact WG7P, Elmer or AE7MH, Michael.   

               HELLGATE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB OFFICERS & COMMITTEES

President
WG7P Elmer
 HYPERLINK "wg7p@hughes.net" wg7p@hughes.net
Vice-President
NZ7S  Eric
 HYPERLINK "mailto:nz7s@msn.com" nz7s@msn.com
Secretary
AE7MH Michael 
 HYPERLINK "Ae7mh@arrl.net" Ae7mh@arrl.net
Treasurer
N7GE Jerry
 HYPERLINK "mailto:n7ge@bresnan.net" n7ge@bresnan.net
Repeater Committee
NZ7S, Eric (Vice-President)

NN8A, Byron and N7PAS, Paul (Thru 2010)

W7XY, Donnie & KE7WR, Kevin (Thru 2011) 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:nz7s@msn.com" nz7s@msn.com
 HYPERLINK "mailto:arl3051@wildblue.net" arl3051@wildblue.net
 HYPERLINK "mailto:fort@montana.com" fort@montana.com
 HYPERLINK "mailto:kgoffe1@msn.com" kgoffe1@msn.com
Awards
N7MSU Bob
 HYPERLINK "mailto:n7msu@arrl.net" n7msu@arrl.net
Exams VE Contacts
K7VK Vick, K7PX Steve,  N7GE Jerry 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:k7vk@arrl.net" k7vk@arrl.net
Membership
WG7E Liz
 HYPERLINK "lizm@montana.com" lizm@montana.com
Newsletter Editor
K7VK Vick     this month only
Rotates Monthly

Webmaster
KE7IZG Mike
 HYPERLINK "mleary2001@yahoo.com" mleary2001@yahoo.com
Is amateur radio important to you?

Do you know the threats to our hobby?    

JOIN and SUPPORT THE ARRL, our greatest advocate

 for amateur radio.

Become a member.  HYPERLINK "http://www.arrl.org/" http://www.arrl.org/
Hellgate Amateur Radio Club

PO Box 3811

Missoula, MT  59806-3811
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