Inside this issue:

April Meeting notes

New licencees

Local Hams in QST
TOSRV 2012

Grizzly Triathlon

Grizman Adventure Race
Riverbank Run

Glacier Waterton Hamfest
Antenna Article

2012 Armed Forces Crossband Test
Event Leader Resources

Club Officers:

e President: WG7P, Elmer Myers
elmerm@hughes.net

e Vice-president: N7PAS, Paul Shuey
n7pas@bresnan.net

e Treasurer: N7GE, Jerry Ehli
jehli@modernmachinery.com

e Secretary: WGTE Liz Myers
lizm@montana.com

Standing Committees:
e Emergency Coordinator: N7GE Jerry
Ehli
jehli@modernmachinery.com
e Membership: WGTE, Liz Myers
lizm@montana.com
e QSLs, Awards: N7TMSU, Bob
Henderson
e Webmaster: KTMSO Mike Leary
mleary2001@yahoo.com
e Radio License Examinations
Contact: VE K7VK Vick,
kK7vk@arrl.net
e Awards: Bob, N7MSU,
n7msu@arrl.net
Repeater Advisory Committee
e Committee Chair : N7PAS, Paul
Shuey n7pas@bresnan.net
KJ7NL Walter walin1946@q.com
NN8A Byron nn8aac7oj@gmail.com
W7XY Donnie, fort@montana.com
NZ7S Eric nz7s@msn.com

An antenna maintenance work party analyzes the
clubs beam antenna. Pictured are Wayne
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Upcoming Events

12 May YMCA Triathlon

14 May — Club meeting

19-20 May TOSRV

11 Jun — Club meeting
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9 Jul — Club meeting

20-22 Jul Glacier/Waterton Hamfest
28 Jul Blackfoot River Cleanup

13 Aug — Club meeting

10 Sep — Club meeting

8 Oct - Club meeting

20-21 Oct Jamboree On The Air

12 Nov - Club meeting

7-8 Dec Skywarn Recognition Day

10 Dec - Club meeting and Christmas Party



mailto:elmerm@hughes.net?subject=Hellgate%20Amateur%20Radio%20Club%20Info
mailto:n7pas@bresnan.net?subject=Hellgate%20Amateur%20Radio%20Club%20Info
mailto:jehli@modernmachinery.com?subject=Hellgate%20Amateur%20Radio%20Club%20Info
mailto:lizm@montana.com?subject=Hellgate%20Amateur%20Radio%20Club%20Info
mailto:jehli@modernmachinery.com?subject=Hellgate%20Amateur%20Radio%20Club%20Info
mailto:lizm@montana.com?subject=Hellgate%20Amateur%20Radio%20Club%20Info
mailto:mleary2001@yahoo.com?subject=Hellgate%20Amateur%20Radio%20Club%20Web%20Site%20Info
mailto:k7vk@arrl.net?subject=Hellgate%20Amateur%20Radio%20Club%20License%20Exams
mailto:n7msu@arrl.net
mailto:n7pas@bresnan.net?subject=Hellgate%20Amateur%20Radio%20Club%20Info
mailto:walin1946@q.com
mailto:nn8aac7oj@gmail.com?subject=Hellgate%20Amateur%20Radio%20Club%20Repeater%20Info
mailto:fort@montana.com
mailto:nz7s@msn.com

MINUTES
HELLGATE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
APRIL 9, 2012
FIRE HOUSE #4, MISSOULA-- 7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER—ELMER WG7P 18 members & 4 guests in attendance

SILENT KEYS—MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PHIL BARNETT KJ7Z & TOM AZARRA WZ2BF

PROGRAM—TOUR OF SWAN RIVER VALLEY—BOB N7MSU & TIM MARCHANT Tim spoke briefly, presented a
donation to HARC in appreciation and for assistance.

SECRETARY’S REPORT—LIZ WG7E APPROVAL OF MINUTES—MARCH 12, 2012 MEETING Correction: call sign for
AE70F MOTION to accept: Donnie W7XY 2nd Mike Ives AE7TOF Corrected minutes passed
TREASURER’S REPORT— JERRY N7GE—MOTION TO ACCEPT- Donnie W7XY 2nd Bob N7MSU Motion
passed

COMMITTEE REPORTS

REPEATER—PAUL N7PAS No report

NET OPERATORS (COPIES OF PROTOCOL & ROLL CALL ARE AVAILABLE)—4/11 PAUL N7PAS; 4/18 Mike Leary
K7MSO; 4/25 (none) 5/2 Paul N7PAS; 5/9 (none)

OLD BUSINESS

PURCHASE USED 500 Hz FILTER (CW) FOR IC736—TOM KOSN Tom found the club has a filter that will work; he
will install and test. Note: Inventory of all club equipment is available on request.

FOLLOW-UP ON LOGBOOK OF THE WORLD—WALT KJ7NL AND TOM KOSN

FOX HUNT UPDATE—LEWIS NQ7D & DEAN McCOLLOM KF6CQC

THANKS MIKE K7MSO FOR APRIL HELLGATE STATIC
NEW BUSINESS

REPORT ON ANTENNA COMMITTEE—TOM KOSN Plan to meet at the Fort Missoula Chapel at 10:00 am this
coming Saturday to assemble and test beam. Everyone welcome!

FIELD DAYS (5/23, 24/12)—ELMER WG7P—CHAPEL AT FORT MISSOULA RESERVED, IDEAS TO IMPROVE EVENT? POT
LUCK? Event has been good as done in the past.

MISSOULA’'S PROPOSED CELL PHONE BAN—DONNIE W7XY--Donnie has been attending meetings and working
with council on behalf of HARC interests. Members with questions, comments, and concerns may direct these
through Donnie. Official HARC position will be approved by club. Individual opinions will be that of the individual and
not the position of the club.

ANNOUNCEMENTS—Eric NZ7S-- Kevin Goffe KE7TWR donated equipment to the club.
Motion to send thank-you: Lewis NQ7D 2nd Wilmajean KD7HP Passed

BUY AND SELL—Dean KJ7CQC looking for double bitted ax.

MOTION TO ADJOURN  Bill WAYMA 2nd Donnie W7XY  Passed

Respectfully submitted,
Liz WGTE, Secretary

CONGRATULATIONS to NEW LICENSEE
By K7VK

Congratulations to Harmen Steele, now KF7VFE. Harmen passed his Technician and General
Class licenses at the April 10 examination session. He received his new callsign just two days
later.

Thanks to Hellgate ARC volunteer examiners: N7GE Jerry, K7VK Vick, NQ7D Lewis and N7PAS
Paul.

QST MONTANA!

Check out the May 2012 QST I K7VK Vick, W7GJ Lance, N9RV Pat and K7BG Matt, four Montana hams,
are prominently featured in the latest edition. Can you find the pages on which they are mentioned?
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TOSRV NEEDS YOU

We will need radio operators for the Tour of the Swan River Valley on May 19 and 20. This is
TOSRV’s 42" anniversary, as it returns to the original route, looping from Missoula to Seeley Lake
and Big Fork on Saturday, then returning to Missoula via Polson and Arlee on Sunday. This event is
HARC's oldest public service operation. TOSRYV is expecting about 200 bike riders this year. So, we
need more hams to help with communications.

You can choose to help for one or both days. TOSRYV provides food and drink along the route.
HARC will help with gas money, if you ask and have a receipt. If you are going to stay on the route
overnight, there are Big Fork area motels or campgrounds, or you can pitch a tent at the Big Fork
School along with the bicyclists. Motel rooms will be at a premium so make your reservations now.

Hams working the first day should meet at Bonner School on Saturday, May 19, at 7 am for
assignments and last minute instructions. Bring a good 2 meter rig and antenna. Make sure you
know how to switch your transceiver from repeater to simplex and back. We will be on the 146.80
repeater while in the Blackfoot, and going to 146.80 (TX/RX) simplex, as we move into the Swan.
Hams working the second day, on the return trip through the Mission Valley, will be using 147.04
simplex along Flathead Lake and engaging the 147.04 repeater from Polson on south.

Safety is key. Display TOSRYV sign and read safety packet. Bring a reliable vehicle and wear a safety
vest. Turn on your headlights while driving, and use flashers, when stopped on the highway shoulder.
Extra water, first aid kit, flashlight, portable air compressor and blanket are good accessories.

At the May 14 club meeting signup sheets will be circulated, and HARC participation will discussed in
greater detail. If you won'’t be at the club meeting, but still can help, call Bob N7MSU (251-4148) or
email n7msu@g.com. Please do not contact TOSRV.

Grizzly Triathlon Recap

Hello to all. The HARC was again contacted to assist with the Grizzly Triathalon this year. They had just over
500 applicants this year who participated. Although it was a chilly and raining at 8:00 AM at the start, the sky
was clear and it warmed up to close to 70 degrees by the end of the races.

The club participated by supplying communications along the course and many thanks to the folks that were
able to help. Mike N7WKR, David KB1BED, Elmer WG7P, Bob Black K7BA and Liz WG7E on the course at
various locations. Todd K2GCN had the control station location at the start/finish line with Jerry N7GE as
assistant.

There were minor glitches with radio equipment but we were able to continue with minimal interruption.
There was a situation with a bike that clipped a car but she didn't appear to be seriously injured. We have
received no word as to the extent of her injuries but the police were involved to follow through with the
incident. There were several bikes that went down due to the wet pavement from the rain and only a couple
of riders did not finish the race.

After the race was over, those volunteers that could, met over at Five Guys burgers and enjoyed a great lunch.
This was a great oppurtunity to help a group with their event and practice proper radio etiquette and to
practice keeping track of participants along a course. We didn't even lose anyone all through the day.

A very hearty thanks again to the amateurs that were able to participate and thanks to the Grizzly Triathalon
for the gifts that were donated to the radio operators. The Grizzly Triathalon group thanked us and also
invited us again for next year.

73's from Jerry N7GE
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Grizzly man Adventure Race
Grizzly Man Adventure Race (GMAR) —April 21, 2012
By K7VK
Six Hellgate ARC members provided public service communications for this GMAR: Thanks to
KF7QOH Andrew; W4YMA Bill; KIJI6CQC Dean and friend Julia; NQ7D Lewis; K7TMSO Mike and
K7VK Vick.

The GMAR is a cross-country orienteering-race where the participants using a map and compass
find as many ‘check-points’ as they can over a 12-hour period in mountainous forested terrain.
They are given the check-points latitude/longitude coordinates the night prior to the race. Each
racer or team then plots the check-points on a map and strategize the route that will take them to
the most check-points within 12-hour period. It is amazing to see the start of a race where
participants run out of the gate and immediately begin traveling in different directions. They also
float a portion of the Blackfoot River. About 120 racers scattered across the course this year. A
shorter version of the race, the Black Bear Race extends only 7 hours with no river float.

Hellgate ARC members assigned to key check-points and a command post provide logistical and
emergency communications. Their check-point includes an event volunteer, first aid, water and
snacks. Critical ‘bib-numbers’ of racers entering the water are radio-relayed to the raft take-out to
insure all racers are accounted for. The race area exceeds 50 square miles and the 146.80 MHz
repeater provided flawless coverage for this event.

What we learned:

Yea for the Hellgate ARC repeaters

Bill is back on his feet after a hospital stay, his booming voice powered by 65 watts of RF to a 3
db antenna. He was easy to hear simplex, anywhere on the course. He and Lewis make a good
check-point team.

Andrew proved a handheld can achieve desired results in the fringe area with the use of an
extendable antenna (a rubber-duckie would not).

Dean, a member of the Missoula County Search and Rescue monitored their frequency as well as
controlled his ham radio allowing ‘ham-to-be’ Julia to send radio reports to the Wilderness Outpost
command post. She has a fine radio voice which we all appreciated.

Lewis is equipped with an assortment of Anderson Power Poles and crimping tool. He installed
replacement connectors in just a few minutes.

A three-way 10-meter contact allowed Dean, Mike and Vick to jump start their pursuit of the
Worked All Hellgate award/endorsement.

Back-up radio operators would make the day less demanding.
The Paws-up/Lubrecht Forest area is a fun facility/atmosphere and the after-race spaghetti and
beer is fine feed.

The non-radio volunteers are fun to work with and race organizers genuinely appreciated our
assistance. From an email from the GMAR Race Committee “As usual, you guys were invaluable
to a safe and organized race...and you guys are very professional. Reliable

communication is one element of the race we don't have to worry about “

The Rocky Mountaineers would like us back again next year! Thanks Hellgate ARC.
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Andrew KF7QOH displays the t-shirt Dean KJ6CQC and Andrew KF7QOH confer before going on station
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Left to right: Vick K7VK, Bill W4YMA,ew NQ7D \ndrew KF?QOH,uIi, nd Dean KJ6CQC

YMCA Riverbank Run

HARC was again contacted by the YMCA group to help with communications for their event this
year. Although the weather was forecast with rain we had only clouds and cool weather. We did luck
out this year with no rain or snow to wreak havoc with the equipment.

There were in excess of 3000 participants this year so we expected to be busy. As luck would have
it, there were no problems on the race course at all.

There were 12 volunteers from the club which helped to bring success in our endeavors to keep
track of the individual racers as the YMCA folks were requesting. The volunteers able to assist this
year were Mike, KTMSO, Dean KJ6CQC, Liz WG7E, Bob K7BA, EImer WG7P, Richard K7TQNZ,
Vick K7VK, Andy KF7QOH, Lewis NQ7D, Paul N7PAS, Mike N7WKR. With myself N7GE at the top
of the Wilma trying to keep up with the chatter of all the folks along the course.

Several of the volunteers were able to meet at Tower Pizza after and critique how the event played
out and have some good ideas for next year when the next event takes place.

Many thanks for the excellent help this year from the amateurs that assisted. The job of command is
much easier with qualified folks helping in the trenches.

73’s
N7GE
Jerry
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That’s Jerry N7GE on top of the Wilma in the Orange jacket with two YMCA race personnel.

Glacier Waterton Hamfest

Greetings all Amateur radio operators and prospective Hams!

For those of you who don't know, The Glacier-Waterton International Peace Park is the oldest
continuous running hamfest in the world! It takes place every year on the third weekend in July at
the southern tip of one of the most beautiful place on earth, Glacier National Park. I've been to many
hamfests all around North America and there is NONE quite like the Glacier-Waterton Hamfest. It's a
3 day camp-out where you come meet you ham friends you've met on the air and not just have a
quick eye ball QSO, but end up chatting for HOURS while walking among the many RV's, tents and
tail-gate swap meet! All this while being surrounded by some of the most stunning views in the word!
Our 78th hamfest coming up July 20-22nd.

| figured if you haven't made your plans yet to attend, maybe this might entice you to come and join
in on one of the best times you'll EVER have as a ham! In 2009, | made a 30 minute documentary
about the Glacier-Waterton International Peace Park Hamfest. It's called "Reminiscing through 75
years of Hamfest". Please take the time to watch the video and see for yourself what a GREAT
hamfest it truly is! Go here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRU_TFMz4i4

Hamfest web page: http://www.gwhamfest.org/

Let me know how you like the documentary.

Please help spread the word and forward this email to every ham you know!
73 es see you at hamfest!

Lyndel, N7LT

Glacier-Waterton International Peace Park Hamfest Historian
Montana Amateur Radio Historian

N7LT/B 28.248.5 and 50.074 MHz

Beacon Web page: http://www.gsl.net/n7It/
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ANTENNA COMMITTEE’S FIRST WORK PARTY

The Antenna Committee had their first work session at the Chapel at Fort Missoula on Saturday,
April 14", Committee chair Tom KOSN along with Bob N7MSU, Elmer WG7P, Eric NZ7S (and son
Wyatt), Jerry N7GE, Liz WG7E, Paul N7PAS, Wayne KE7BPU, Walt KJ7NL, and Wilmajean KD7HP,
showed up ready to take a look at our beam antenna and determine if we could make improvements.
Eric had our antenna trailer on sight, so we were able to get started on our task promptly at 10 AM.

The crew started by putting together our beam antenna and getting it cranked up into the air. We
had our generator and our Icom 736, so after connecting to the antenna, Tom and others began to
transmit. Wilmajean and her trusty Field Strength Meter were measuring the strength of our signal,
which wasn’t too exciting. Fortunately Tom had contacted Mosley and had the schematics for our
model Classic 33. After doing some measuring, it was determined that our beam didn’t measure up
in all instances as per the Mosley schematics. The thinking was this might be part of the reason for
it's current poor performance.

Wilmajean had suggested earlier that we look at each “trap” and connections to make sure
everything was clean and absent of any corrosion. After taking a couple of the elements apart, it was
determined the traps did need to be cleaned as well as the various connections. It was also
discovered that some of the “traps” might not be on the correct element. Tom and Eric agreed to
take the various elements of the antenna and make sure everything was cleaned, well connected,
and properly assembled.

While at the Fort, the committee looked at various ways to get our dipole antennas higher in the air,
thus improving their effectiveness. Several ideas were suggested, and we will be taking a closer
look at our next work session.

After we get the antenna cleaned up and put together properly, we will have another work party in the
near future. Dates and related info will be distributed to our members, just in case you might want to
come and partake in the fun. “Hands On” activities were one of the major suggestions from our
members. Here is your opportunity!
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More antenna work performed b Je N7GE, Eric NS, Tom KOSN and Wayne KE7BPU
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Enjoying the beautiful oning are TmKOSN, Eric NZ7S, Walt 7NL, yne KE7PU, and Wilma Jean
KD7HP
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Raising the beam are Wyatt, Jerry N7G, Tom KON, WIt K.J7NL, Eric NZ7S and Wayne KE7BPU
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ANNUAL ARMED FORCES DAY CROSSBAND MILITARY/AMATEUR RADIO
COMMUNICATIONS TEST
(12 MAY 2012)

The Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard are co-sponsoring the annual
military/amateur radio communications tests in celebration of the 62nd Anniversary of Armed
Forces Day (AFD). Although the actual Armed Forces Day is celebrated on Saturday, May 19,
2012, the AFD Military/Amateur Crossband Communications Test will be conducted 12 May 2012
to prevent conflict with the Dayton Hamvention (18-20 May 2012), which is the same weekend as
the actual Armed Forces Day. The annual celebration features traditional military to amateur cross
band communications SSB voice and Morse Code tests. These tests give Amateur Radio
operators and Short Wave Listeners (SWL) an opportunity to demonstrate their individual
technical skills, and to receive recognition from the appropriate military radio station for their
proven expertise. QSL cards will be provided to those stations making contact with the military
stations.

MILITARY-TO-AMATEUR CROSS BAND SSB & CW TEST CONTACTS.

Military-to-Amateur cross band operations will take place on the dates/times in ZULU (UTC), and
frequencies listed below for each station. Voice contacts will include operations in single sideband
voice (SSB). Some stations may not operate the entire period, depending on propagation and
manning. Participating military stations will transmit on selected Military MARS frequencies and
listen for amateur radio stations in the Amateur bands indicated below. The military station
operator will announce the specific amateur band frequency being monitored. Duration of each
voice contact should be limited to 1-2 minutes. The following stations will be transmitting on MARS
frequencies listed below which are provided as "Window/Dial Frequency" in kHz.

Some stations will use CW to provide the opportunity to check in by Morse Code.

For more info, go to : http://www.w7px.org/pdfs/2012_armed_forces.pdf
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