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Club Officers: 
 President: WG7P, Elmer Myers 

elmerm@hughes.net 

 Vice-president: N7PAS, Paul Shuey 
n7pas@bresnan.net 

 Treasurer: N7GE, Jerry Ehli 
jehli@modernmachinery.com 

 Secretary: WG7E Liz Myers 
lizm@montana.com 

Standing Committees: 
 Emergency Coordinator: N7GE Jerry 

Ehli 
jehli@modernmachinery.com 

 Membership: WG7E, Liz Myers 
lizm@montana.com 

 QSLs, Awards: N7MSU, Bob 
Henderson 

 Webmaster: K7MSO Mike Leary 
mleary2001@yahoo.com 

 Radio License Examinations 
Contact: VE K7VK Vick, 
k7vk@arrl.net 

 Awards: Bob, N7MSU, 
n7msu@arrl.net 

Repeater Advisory Committee 

 Committee Chair : N7PAS, Paul 
Shuey n7pas@bresnan.net  

 KJ7NL Walter  walin1946@q.com  

 NN8A Byron nn8aac7oj@gmail.com 

 W7XY Donnie, fort@montana.com 
 NZ7S Eric  nz7s@msn.com 

 

Upcoming Events 

 8 Jul Missoula Marathon 

 9 Jul – Club meeting 

 20-22 Jul Glacier/Waterton Hamfest 

 28 Jul Blackfoot River Cleanup 

 13 Aug – Club meeting 

 10 Sep – Club meeting 

 8 Oct - Club meeting 

 20-21 Oct Jamboree On The Air 

 12 Nov - Club meeting 

 7-8 Dec Skywarn Recognition Day 

 10 Dec - Club meeting and Christmas Party 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside this issue: 

 June Meeting Minutes 

 2012 Field Day 

 4th of July Special Event 
 

A warm, welcoming glow comes from the doorway 
of the Chapel at Fort Missoula on the Sunday of 
Field Day 
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MINUTES 

HELLGATE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

JUNE 11, 2012 

 FIRE HOUSE #4, MISSOULA-- 7:00 PM 

 

CALL TO ORDER—ELMER WG7P WITH 15 MEMBERS & 2 GUESTS PRESENT      

INTRODUCTIONS BY CALL SIGN 

SECRETARY’S REPORT—LIZ WG7E 

     MINUTES—MAY 14, 2012 MEETING—MOTION to accept:  Donnie  W7XY;  2
nd

:     Maggie  KF7KEE  Passed   

TREASURER’S REPORT— JERRY N7GE—MOTION to accept:  Maggie  KF7KEE ;   2
nd

:  Eric  NZ7S   Passed 

COMMITTEE REPORTS    
     REPEATER—PAUL N7PAS 

     NET OPERATORS – 6/13  Paul  N7PAS ;  6/20  Eric  NZ7S ;  6/27  Dick W7XT ;  7/4  Paul  N7PAS ;  7/11 Donna 

KC5WRA 

OLD BUSINESS 

      REPORT ON TOSRV—SUGGESTION FOR 2013—DO NOT STOP IN DRIVING LANE OF HIGHWAY, PULL OVER 

      FIELD DAYS (5/23, 24/12)—ELMER WG7P—Set up Friday at Fort Missoula chapel 6:00 pm.   Motion to set goal at 

4,000 points for 2012 :  Tom  K0SN ;   2
ND

  Wayne  KE7BPU    Passed  
      FOX HUNT UPDATE—NO REPORT 

      UPDATE ON MISSOULA MARATHON—SUNDAY, JULY 8--ELMER WG7P--Discussion re:  possible use of APRS 

      UPDATE ON PURCHASE OF BALUN—TOM K0SN  Balun is ready;  Thanks to Tom for his efforts 

      MONTANA ENDURANCE RACE—POTOMAC—JULY 21 & 22—DEAN KJ6CQC will chair this event  

      JULY 4 SPECIAL EVENTS STATION—SIGN UP SHEET PASSED—SET UP 7:45 AM, TEAR DOWN 4 PM 

      MISSOULA’S PROPOSED CELL PHONE BAN—DONNIE W7XY  Local action on hold for now.  Donnie has been busy 

with weather service during recent storms:  Thanks to Donnie for his efforts on these two responsibilities. 

      THANKS MIKE K7MSO FOR JUNE HELLGATE STATIC 

      OTHER ITEMS--NONE  

NEW BUSINESS   
       CORRESPONDENCE—THANK YOU TOM GINGERELLI FOR DONATING TOM AZZARA W2LFB’S EQUIPMENT & 

THANK YOU NOTE SENT TO MISSOULA MARATHON FOR 2011 DONATION 

       CRAIG KE7NO PLANNING SPECIAL EVENTS STATION @ POTOMAC SCHOOL ON AUGUST 4
TH

 TO 

COMMEMORATE 100
TH

 ANNIVERSARY— REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE.  Phone Craig at 244-3646 or 

twincreek@blackfoot.net to help 
       REQUEST TO ASSIST WITH MISSOULA SYMPHONY BIKE RIDE IN ORVANDO, SEPTEMBER 8, 2012,--

Presentation by Russ Lochner.  Dick W7XT will drive route to assess needs; further discussion at July meeting.  

      OTHER ITEMS 

PROGRAM—ERIC NZ7S—PORTABLE BEAM AND RADIOS USED FOR FIELD DAY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

       ATTENDANCE/ASSISTANCE AT EVENTS—YOUR HELP AND IDEAS ARE NEEDED—ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO 

ATTEND AND HELP                         

      78
th

 ANNUAL GLACIER-WATERTON HAMFEST—JULY 20-22—registration forms available at head table  

       MAKE SURE YOU SIGNED THE SIGN-IN SHEET--IF NOT GETTING MY EMAILS PUT DOWN YOUR ADDRESS 

       NAME BADGES, HATS, VEST, JACKETS—ELMER WG7P—order sheet at front table       

BUY OR SELL— Steve KK7UV selling equipment ;  Andy  KE7CBY wanting to borrow equipment to use on Field Day  

GOOD OF THE ORDER – Donna KC5WRA looking for someone to fix security pagers. Call “Jeff” at 549-6321 

MOTION TO ADJOURN – Eric NZ7S     2
nd

  Donna  KC5WRA   Passed                       
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Liz WG7E        

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

mailto:twincreek@blackfoot.net
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2012 FIELD DAYS ENJOYED BY ALL 

 

The 2012 Field Days got rolling about 6 PM on Friday afternoon (a suggestions of Tom’s K0SN), June 22, 2012, when 14 Hellgate 

Amateur Radio Club (HARC) members and guests showed up to begin setting up the antennas and radios.  Tom K0SN and his 

Antenna Committee had reworked the portable trailer’s beam by taking it apart; cleaning all connections, installing a balun, and putting 

it back together according to factory schematics.  In the mean time, Eric had installed new non-slip winches on the trailer for erecting 

the tower and cranking up the beam, adding a degree of safety to the operation.  He also made some mechanical changes that would 

help in the overall setup.     

 

In addition to the beam and trailer dipole, Tom K0SN brought a 44 foot fiberglass/metal pole consisting of 4 foot sections that was 

interesting to watch be erected.  Bruce K7HSD, Dave K7GPS, Tom K0SN, Rich K7QNZ, Liz WG7E, Eric NZ7S, Jerri N7JGS, Paul 

N7PAS, and Wayne KE7BPU,  all had ropes attached to the pole trying to keep it upright, while two people lifted and one would put 

together another section, while the top swayed one way and then the other.  Much to the surprise of several watching, the job was done 

and a ladder line was headed to the radios in the Chapel from atop the 44 foot pole.   

 

As a celebration for the great job of putting up the various antennas and 2 stations, plus the Get on The Air (GOTA) station, we 

enjoyed pizza (suggestion of Dave K7GPS, a welcome summer guest) to feed the hungry and deserving group.  Miss Daisy, the golden 

retriever, was especially happy with the pizza idea.  As everyone gathered around the pizza many stories were beginning to flourish, 

some expressing surprises that things went so well.  It was the general opinion that the Friday setup was a great idea that took off the 

pressure and allowed everyone to look forward to the official start on Saturday, June 23
rd

.  Tom K07N used the excuse that he wanted 

to protect the radios and antennas, so he volunteered to sleep over in the Chapel.  Some thought maybe Tom’s wife had encouraged 

him to enjoy a sleep over at the Fort. 

 

Saturday morning found several members chomping at the bit to begin trying out the various antennas and radios to see if we were 

going to be able to increase our normal 400 Q’s and reach our goal of 4,000 points, approved at our June meeting.  But, first we had to 

take time to pick out our favorite donut or roll from the selections that Liz WG7E had picked up earlier.  It’s just hard to beat a healthy 

start to a long day.  When the noon bell sounded, the rush to reaching our goal was off to a fast start.  Paul N7PAS, Eric NZ7S and son 

Wyatt, and Tom K0SN were the first to begin chalking up contacts.  The antennas seemed to working well, thus we were able to 

contact and be contacted.  Wyatt made several contacts, earning bonus points toward the club’s goal.  

 

Outside under the canopy, Lewis NQ7D was getting ready to start his educational class on building crystal radios and earning the club 

more bonus points.  Maggie KF7KEE was helping Lewis wind a coil for his radio to be used for his program.  Before long a group had 

gathered to listen to Lewis and learn a little about building crystal radios.  Lewis had much information available and as usual, was 

willing to offer assistance to those expressing an interest in building their own.  Before long, Paul N7PAS joined the crew under the 

canopy with his solar powered 2 meter station. Paul soon started making the required 5 contacts with alternative energy, to add to the 

club’s total bonus points.   

 

It was pretty obvious that members of the community had read the Missoulian’s article that Liz submitted, as several visitors 

commented on the article.  In addition to those visitors attending Field Days, Elmer WG7P received several calls from people reading 

his name and number in the article.  One call resulted in the club obtaining some old catalogs and even a 1959 edition of the Hellgate 

Static from a lady whose father, Wally Wohlschlager, was a member of HARC.  This added some interest and excitement to the 

weekend.   

 

As the contacts, both phone and CW, continued to build, head chef Jerry N7GE  was beginning to cook up some burgers and dogs that 

everyone was anticipating, to subdue their hunger pangs.  Bruce K7HSD, another welcome summer guest, was serving as Jerry’s 

assistant and was doing a good job of flipping the burgers and filling the buns of those lined up for some good cooking.  Potato and 

macaroni salad, chips, Oreos, and other nutritious food satisfied the even the biggest appetite.  There were even some cooked burgers 

and dogs along with cold pizza that would help keep those working throughout the night filled with energy.  Although Miss Daisy 

didn’t make many contacts, she did keep a watchful eye on the food supply. 

 

Optimism of reaching 4,000 points was continuing to grow as the Q’s continued to rack up.  Dave K7GPS, originally from Missoula 

and spending the summer in Missoula from Tucson, worked the afternoon shift.  Dave is well recognized in APRS circles, and was 

answering questions from several of our members about APRS.  Joining the operators was Dick W7XT, who began to add to the list of 

CW QSO’S along with a few phone contacts.  Another welcome afternoon guest was Pat N9RV, a world class contester, who is 

normally at the top of whatever contests he has entered.  As people observed Pat in action, it didn’t take long to appreciate his skill 

level and abilities that many of us wished we had (Pat had made a presentation to the club several years ago on contesting).   
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The radios operated throughout the night.  Andy KF7CBY, a former member, worked the GOTA station and 

contributed some bonus points.  Although sleep was scarce, help was more available.  Although Wyatt Sedgwick 

had called it a day, Eric NZ7S was still hard at it trying to talk with as many hams as possible.  During the wee hours 

Bob N7MSU showed up to join Tom K0SN in building up the CW Q’s.  Mike K7MSO took a break from taking 

pictures, in order to work the radio and give his camera a rest. It appeared the individual energy level was starting to 

take a little dip, but the sound of da’s and dit’s continued at a fast pace, perhaps helping to keep droopy eyelids 

apart. 

 

 As daylight began to shine a little light on the busy Chapel, not far behind was Liz WG7E with another supply of 

treats for the morning shot of energy.  Whether you liked cream filled, sticky buns, sugar donuts, etc. they all 

seemed to be represented in the collection Liz brought to the Chapel.  Between donuts, Wayne KE7BPU and Bruce 

K7HSD commandeered one of the operating stations and remained on the air until the ending bell at noon, adding to 

the club’s total Q’s.  During the morning  there was a fear that some of sweet treats might go to waste, but in the 

nick of time Mike K7MSO showed up to help tear down and consume the remaining sweetness.  There wasn’t much 

left for Ben, Daisy’s new friend belonging to Rich K7QNZ, who was seen licking the last crumbs from the donut 

box. 

 

Much to the delight of those at the Chapel, a fresh supply of manpower began to appear to help with the tear down.  

Having lots of help to tear down antennas, pack away radios and all of the gear that goes with it, certainly made the 

task go faster.  It seemed that in a short time things were packed into trucks, trailers, cars, and whatever had room to 

take the gear from the Fort.   

 

It was the general consensus that the 2012 Field Days was a huge success.  The approximately two dozen members 

and guests, that showed up agreed that everyone had a fun time working together as a team to complete another 

HARC project. Although the final report hasn’t been completed, there were between 1200-1300 contacts made.  

GREAT JOB EVERYONE!!! 

 



Page 5 of 7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 6 of 7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 4
th

 at the Fort 

      

 Independence Day saw HARC busy celebrating at the Historical Museum at Fort Missoula. Setting 

up at the Old Chapel, hams assembled the Buddipole vertical and connected it to a FT857. Craig KE7NO 

and Steve KK7UV brought some of their vintage radios for display. Mike K7MSO and Dave K7GPS 

provided a new APRS/GPS display to enhance the Club’s exhibit.  The public showed lots of interest in the 

history of the Old Chapel and ham radio. 

 Unfortunately, propagation was poor throughout the day.  A large solar flare terminated HF 

operations by early afternoon.  So, various operators got practice “CQing” but not too much experience at 

giving reports.  Nevertheless, everyone had fun, enjoyed helping with the celebration of our country’s 

Independence and provided good PR for ham radio. Many thanks to Steve KK7UV, Craig KE7NO, Lewis 

NQ7D, Elmer WG7P, Liz WG7E, Mike K7MSO, Dave K7GPS, Rich K7QNZ, Bill W4YMA, Greg 

NL7WB, Eric NZ7S, Vick K7VK, Paul N7PAS, Wayne KE7BPU, and Bob N7MSU.  
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