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Club Officers: 
 President: WG7P, Elmer Myers 

elmerm@hughes.net 

 Vice-president: N7PAS, Paul Shuey 
n7pas@bresnan.net 

 Treasurer: N7GE, Jerry Ehli 
jehli@modernmachinery.com 

 Secretary: WG7E Liz Myers 
lizm@montana.com 

Standing Committees: 
 Emergency Coordinator: N7GE Jerry 

Ehli 
jehli@modernmachinery.com 

 Membership: WG7E, Liz Myers 
lizm@montana.com 

 QSLs, Awards: N7MSU, Bob 
Henderson 

 Webmaster: K7MSO Mike Leary 
mleary2001@yahoo.com 

 Radio License Examinations 
Contact: VE K7VK Vick, 
k7vk@arrl.net 

 Awards: Bob, N7MSU, 
n7msu@arrl.net 

Repeater Advisory Committee 

 Committee Chair : N7PAS, Paul 
Shuey n7pas@bresnan.net  

 KJ7NL Walter  walin1946@q.com  

 NN8A Byron nn8aac7oj@gmail.com 

 W7XY Donnie, fort@montana.com 
 NZ7S Eric  nz7s@msn.com 

 

Upcoming Events 

 28 Jul Blackfoot River Cleanup 

 13 Aug – Club meeting 

 10 Sep – Club meeting 

 8 Oct - Club meeting 

 20-21 Oct Jamboree On The Air 

 12 Nov - Club meeting 

 7-8 Dec Skywarn Recognition Day 

 10 Dec - Club meeting and Christmas Party 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See club website for more meetings and events: 

Inside this issue: 

 July  Meeting Minutes 

 Missoula Marathon 

 Camas Creek Canter 

 SAR caused by hoax 
 

Lewis NQ7D kept thousands of runners going the 
right way during the Missoula Marathon. 
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MINUTES 

HELLGATE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

JULY 9, 2012 

 FIRE HOUSE #4, MISSOULA-- 7:00 PM 

 

CALL TO ORDER—ELMER WG7P WITH 20 MEMBERS & 6 GUESTS PRESENT      

INTRODUCTIONS BY CALL SIGN 

SECRETARY’S REPORT—LIZ WG7E 

     MINUTES—JUNE-11, 2012 MEETING—MOTION to accept:  JerryN7GE;  2
nd

:  Donna KC5WRA   Passed   

TREASURER’S REPORT— JERRY N7GE—MOTION to accept:  Maggie  KF7KEE ;   2
nd

:  Lewis NQ7D   Passed 

COMMITTEE REPORTS    
     REPEATER—PAUL N7PAS—no report 

     NET OPERATORS –  7/11 Donna KC5WRA, 7/18  Eric NZ7S ,    7/25  Dick W7XT,   8/1 Donna KC5WRA , 

8/8  Bill  W4YMA                   

OLD BUSINESS 

      REPORT ON FIELD DAYS 2012—TOM K0SN Goal of 4,000 points was surpassed with total of approximately 4,700 

points!! 
SUGGESTIONS—sheet was passed out with suggestions and others were added 

      REPORT ON MISSOULA MARATHON—ELMER WG7P—Very successful; Thanks to all who helped  

DAVE K7GPA—USE OF APRS, SUGGESTIONS, VIEWED VIDEO OF RACE 

JERRY N7GE—REPORT ON REPORTING PROCEDURES, SUGGESTIONS 

SUGGESTIONS FOR 2013—debrief session was held after the meeting  

     REPORT ON JULY 4 SPECIAL EVENTS STATION—BOB N7MSU (Elmer WG7P) Thanks to Bob and participants   

     MONTANA ENDURANCE RACE—POTOMAC—JULY 21 & 22—DEAN KJ6CQC 

     FOX HUNT UPDATE— no report at this time 

     MISSOULA’S PROPOSED CELL PHONE BAN—DONNIE W7XY  no further information 

     THANKS MIKE K7MSO FOR HELLGATE JULY STATIC 

     CRAIG KE7NO PLANNING SPECIAL EVENTS STATION @ POTOMAC SCHOOL ON AUGUST 4
TH

 TO 

COMMEMORATE 100
TH

 ANNIVERSARY— REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE.  Contact Craig at 244-3646 or 

twincreek@blackfoot.net to help 

      OTHER ITEMS--NONE  

NEW BUSINESS  
      REQUEST TO ASSIST WITH MISSOULA SYMPHONY BIKE RIDE IN ORVANDO, SEPTEMBER 8, 2012,--REPORT 

OF LOGISTICS/MANPOWER—DICK W7XT—MOTION   deferred pending further information                                

     REQUEST TO ASSIST WITH BIKE FOR AIDS AWARENESS—MAGGIE KF7KEDE will coordinate volunteers; motion 

by Donna KC5WRA AND 2
ND

 BY Dean KJ6CQC to adopt this as another club event—motion passed                   

  OTHER ITEMS 

PROGRAM—STEVE KK7UV---HOME BREWED EQUIPMENT 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

      ATTENDANCE/ASSISTANCE AT EVENTS—YOUR HELP AND IDEAS ARE NEEDED—ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO 

ATTEND AND HELP                         

      MAKE SURE YOU SIGNED THE SIGN-IN SHEET--IF NOT GETTING MY EMAILS PUT DOWN YOUR ADDRESS 

     78
th
 ANNUAL GLACIER-WATERTON HAMFEST—JULY 20-22—registration forms available at head table 

      NAME BADGES, HATS, VEST, JACKETS—ELMER WG7P—order sheet at front table       

BUY OR SELL- LEWIS NQ7D had some aluminum that would be good for projects, DAVE K7GPS had a friend selling 

AV-MAPS G-5, and Steve had some piece of equipment to sell. 

GOOD OF THE ORDER –  

MOTION TO ADJOURN – Lewis NQ7D     2
nd

  Tom K0SN   Passed                       
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Liz WG7E        

mailto:twincreek@blackfoot.net
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MISSOULA MARATHON ANOTHER CLUB SUCCESS 
 

In the wee hours of the morning on July 8, 2012, about 20 members of the Hellgate Amateur Radio Club were scurrying about Missoula locating 

their assigned stations, putting APRS units on chase bikes of the Marathon, setting up control central in Caress Park, and getting ready for the 6 AM 

start of the 6
th

 Missoula Marathon. This crew had participated in a pre-race meeting on July 8
th

 that ended with the members going to their assigned 

location and doing a radio check both on the 90 repeater and the 52 simplex.  Weaknesses were identified and resolved long before the start cannon 

sounded on July 8
th

. 

 

In addition to manning the majority of the aid stations, APRS was incorporated into the race reporting.  It all started back in April or May when 

Dick W7XT called me and said he had a friend who was pretty good in APRS that would be living next door to him for the summer.  His name was 

Dave Dobbins K7GPS and he might be willing to help us with this idea.  The idea continued to grow and several members immediately knew who 

K7GPS was and were excited with the idea.  By collecting about 5 tracking devices the club was able to track the 1 & 2 male and the 1 female of 

the Full Marathon, -the 1 male and 1 female of the Half Marathon.  In addition Dean KJ7CQC had his own APRS unit and was the sweep for the 

Half and Dick W7PX had his own unit and was the Full Sweep.  Then we had Byron NN8A, Kevin W1KGK, Jerry N7GE, and Eric with APRS 

units that were at different positions in the race ,and would be able to be seen on the screen down at the Finish Line.  Dave K7GPS was near the 

Finish line with Jerry and Eric and was monitoring the APRS units and displaying them on a screen for spectators to view.  Reaction was very 

positive and there are new ideas for utilizing this technology next year already being talked about. 

 

The following helped to make this event a huge success:  Donnie W7XY, Dick W7XT, Mike K7MSO, Jerry K7IMZ, Rich K7QMZ, Lewis NQ7D, 

Byron, NN8A, Tom K0SN, Liz WG7P, Dean KJ6CQC, Chris KE7MH, Greg NL7WB, Bill W4YMA, Eric NZ7S, Jerry N7GE, Dave K7GPS, 

Kevin W1KGK, Wayne KE7BPU, Dale N7XLB, and Elmer WG7P.  With the large number of members willing to help, we made a good showing 

and were able to keep the finish line advised of who were the leaders of both the Full and Half marathon.  If we are able to increase that number by 

a few for 2013 we will be able to be near all aid stations and improve the overall reporting. 

 

When things were finished around 1 PM those helping gathered at Pizza Hut for a debriefing and a well-deserved lunch.  We wrote down 

suggestions offered and made sure the Missoula Marathon committee received a copy of our suggestions.  Dave K7GPS and Jerry N7GE will be 

attending the Marathon debriefing session.  They will show those in attendance how the APRS information was displayed on the screen at the finish 

line.   

 

Those helping not only received a nice T-shirt but were invited to a Missoula Osprey game and dinner on Saturday, July 14.  Thanks to all those 

who assisted, they did the Club proud. 

 

         
      5:19 a.m. W7XY Donnie and W7XT Dick install APRS on Bike1    The APRS beacon on Bike 1 
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       5:47 a.m. W7XY Donnie and W7XT Dick install APRS on Bike2   W7XT Dick is ready to trail the last runner 

 

           
     6:50 a.m  Rich K7QMZ calls in bib numbers at station 4   Dave K7GPS explains the APRS tracking  

 

         
              Net Control with APRS display      Jerry N7GE as Net Control 
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 Dale N7XLB and Bill W4YMA at Bonner Park     Mike K7MS0 and Bill W4WMA at Bonner Park 

 

       
   Greg NL7WB found a great place to display our sign   Chris KE7MH kept them going near Hawthorne  
 

 
Almost everyone was able to make the after event meal. 
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The APRS map of the Missoula Marathon using UI-View 
MSLAM-1 for the lead male 

MSLAM-2 the second male 

MSLAF-1 for the lead female 

MSLAF-2 for the second female 

MSLATL-1 for the tail or sweep, use -2 etc for additional sweep trackers 

MSLAH-1 for the lead runner half marathon 
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Harc at the Camus Creek Canter 
 
Camas Creek Canter (July 21-22, 2012) HARC radio communication provided by Dean McCollom KJ6CQC, Richard 

Kingdon K7QNZ w/ Ben the dog, and Greg Lee NL7WB. 

 

The Camas Creek Canter has a 50 miles event, a 25 miles event, and a trail ride. 

 

These pictures were taken by Greg Lee, NL7WB at the Copenhaver station, which had the 50, 25, and trail ride come by. 
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HOAX CALL YIELDS HAM, SAR, COUNTY RESPONSE, 

by Dave Dobbins, K7GPS 

 
What turned out to be a hoax call for help on the 147.04 repeater Saturday July 14th never had any characteristics of such a 

call. It sounded real from the start, with an unlicensed person calling for help at about 1900 hrs. I was on my way home 

from the Osprey baseball game and happened upon the emergency QSO already in progress by "Ryan" and a visiting ham, 

Tim KE7UFB, of Havre. As I listened, the following information was unfolding: Ryan and another person were hiking near 

Superior when the other person fell and broke his back. One of the two claimed to be a retired doctor, and Ryan had 

administered 2mg of morphine and started an IV drip. Their GPS battery was nearly expired, but a GPS fix eventually put 

the two near the Rivulet climbing area, popular among rock climbers. We later got a vehicle description and some other 

information. Tim had already called the Mineral County Sheriff's Office who activated their SAR team, called out a MT 

Game Warden and a Deputy, and placed two ambulances on standby. Communications from "Ryan's" handy talkie were 

poor and he reported his battery was losing power. With an interest to help, I asked Dick W7XT for assistance and we 

headed toward the location to continue communications with "Ryan" on and prepare for a simplex QSO when we got close. 

We didn't have a good location when we first deployed to the area, so Dick and I drove down Fish Creek Rd from Exit 66 

on I-90 to the reported area some 17-18 miles off the freeway. We had spotted communications via the repeater, and never 

heard "Ryan" on the repeater input. We were looking for a vehicle which was described to us in one of many spotty-at-best 

communications with "Ryan". It was well past dark with a lightning storm passing through the area. We never found the 

vehicle. We continued to monitor the Sheriff's frequency and their search efforts, as we retreated back to the Interstate by 

about 0100 hrs Sunday morning. Our last communication with "Ryan" had occurred at 2300 hrs when we asked him to fire 

one of his three flares, which were never seen by anyone. We returned to Missoula by 0200 hrs, and the following morning 

I contacted Mineral Co SO to learn they had curtailed the search having not found the vehicle in the area where it should 

have been. The next step, in a valid incident, would have been for the person to walk out, or the vehicle to be located. 

Neither happened, and the SAR and Mineral Co SO wrote the incident off as a hoax. I'm passing this information along for 

the record, in case the person tries the same non-sense again in the future, so we don't fall for it a second time.  

 

73, Dave, K7GPS, visiting from Tucson and member, Hellgate ARC. 

 

 


