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Club Officers: 
• President: NZ7S, Eric Sedgwick 

mailto:nz7s@msn.com 
• Vice-president: NQ7D Lewis 
• Treasurer: N7GE, Jerry Ehli 

jehli@modernmachinery.com 
• Secretary: Maggie KF7KEE/Donna 

KC5WRA 
 
Standing Committees: 

• Emergency Coordinator: N7GE Jerry 
Ehli 
jehli@modernmachinery.com 

• Membership: vacant 
• QSLs, Awards: N7MSU, Bob 

Henderson n7msu@arrl.net 
• Webmaster: K7MSO Mike Leary 

mleary2001@yahoo.com 
• Radio License Examinations 

Contact: VE K7VK Vick, 
k7vk@arrl.net 

 
Repeater Advisory Committee 

• Committee Chair : N7PAS, Paul 
Shuey, 1 yr, n7pas@bresnan.net  

• N7MSU Bob 2 yr 
• Tom K0SN 2 yr 
• W7XY Donnie,  1 yr, 

fort@montana.com 
 

 

Upcoming Events  
• 07 Dec Skywarn 
• 09 Dec - Club meeting  

 
See club website for more meetings and 

events: 
http://www.w7px.org/meetings_and_events.html 
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Approved September 2013 Meeting Minutes 
 

Hellgate Amateur Radio Club Minutes  September  9 2013  
Paul Shuey N7PAS called the meeting to order.  The following were in attendance:  Paul Shuey N7PAS, 
Jerry Ehli N7GE, Dick Walton W7XT, Donnie Fort W7XY, George Forsyth AA7GS, Dean Pond N7DLP, 
Sandra Pond KF7GZR, Wayne Weber KE7BPU, Kandy Martinez (new tech), JC Jackson KD7TUE, Eileen 
Jackson KD7TUF, Rich Kingdon K7QNZ, George Watson KG7DNT, Donna Pecastaing KC5WRA, Bill 
Farrell W4YMA, Mike Leary K7MSO, Creighton MacLaurin KF7OCJ, Kelly Foster KD5GEF, Eric Sedgwick 
NZ7S, Tom Hellen K0SN 
 
Donnie W7XY moved to accept the July 8 minutes, Dean N7DLP 2nd, passed. 
 Correction: KC5WRA, not KC7WRA 
Dean N7DLP moved to accept the August 12 minutes, Bill W4YMA 2nd, passed. 
 Correction: Gran Fondo, not Grand Fondo 
Bill moved to accept the July 2013 Treasurer’s Report, Dick W7XT 2nd, passed. 
 
Paul N7PAS and Eric NZ7S worked on 80 repeater at Blanchard, all connections were tight and units are 
working properly at this time. (Note: Link died a week later) They went up to point 6 and worked on 04 and 
found it OK. They worked on UHF .800 controller/repeater at same time and found it had some distortion in 
the receiver. 
 
Net Control Operator Schedule – 9/18 Bill W4YMA, 9/25 Mike K7MSO, 10/2 Donna KC5WRA, 10/9 Dick 
W7XT 
 
Dick W7XT reported on 9/14 Gran Fondo.  He explained the route.  He requested that when reporting 
mechanical or medical issues to avoid exaggeration.  Lewis NQ7D will be with ambulance.  Bill W4YMA 
will be with sag wagon. 
80 repeater in use, 80 simplex tone off 
Bring Raid, H.T., clipboard and tablet for notes, snacks. 
Lunch will be provided when you come in. 
Our function is to relay information. 
Start at Ovando headquarters.  Jerry N7GE is net control operator.  Dick W7XT has GPS on each position.  
Dick’s cell phone # 241-6385. 
APRS will be used. 
 
Christmas Party is Dec 9. 
 
Tough Enough to Wear Pink event went well.  Bill W4YMA, Wayne KE7BPU and Lewis NQ7D participated. 
 
Equipment List is tabled until Eric returns. 
 
George Forsyth AA7GS, Section Manager for Montana, presented the program on Emergency 
Communications. 
  
 
Open Aid Alliance Rockin’ Race, September 29, 8-2, was announced on behalf of Maggie KF7KEE. 
 
JOTA Jamboree on the Air  October 19 – Eric NZ7S will again organize this event. 
Paul N7PAS has a neat new radio – BaoFeng $35.  It has a siren on it.   
Kenwood is coming out with a similar one at $50.   
 
Bill W4YMA has a HTX202 radio for sale. 
 
Donna KC5WRA moved to adjourn. Bill W4YMA 2nd. 
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Unapproved Hellgate Amateur Radio Club Minutes November 11, 2013 
 

Lewis	
  Ball	
  NQ7D	
  called	
  the	
  meeting	
  to	
  order.	
  	
  The	
  following	
  were	
  in	
  attendance:	
  
Lewis	
  Ball	
  NQ7D,	
  Jerry	
  Ehli	
  N7GE,	
  Paul	
  Shuey	
  N7PAS,	
  Bill	
  Farrell	
  W4YMA,	
  Sandra	
  Pond	
  KF7GZR,	
  Donnie	
  C	
  
Fort	
  W7XY,	
  Donna	
  Pecastaing	
  KC5WRA,	
  Steve	
  Herg	
  (new	
  tech),	
  Wayne	
  Weber	
  KE7BPU,	
  Bob	
  Anderson	
  N7MSU,	
  Jerry	
  
Nelson	
  K7IMZ,	
  Greg	
  Watson	
  KG7DNT,	
  Mike	
  Leary	
  K7MSO,	
  Tom	
  Hellem	
  K0SN,	
  Kelly	
  Foster	
  KD5GEF,	
  Maggie	
  Lough	
  
KF7KEE,	
  Guest	
  Speaker	
  Trent	
  Smith	
  NOAA	
  
	
  
Guest	
  Speaker	
  Trent	
  Smith	
  NOAA	
  spoke	
  to	
  the	
  club	
  about	
  weather.gov	
  	
  which	
  has	
  122	
  offices	
  throughout	
  the	
  United	
  
States	
  and	
  US	
  Territories.	
  
Trent	
  uses	
  computer	
  art.	
  “NWS	
  chat”	
  	
  	
  
Global	
  Forecast	
  Solution	
  (GFS)	
  –	
  a	
  weather	
  forecasting	
  model	
  that	
  has	
  fast	
  resolution	
  
NAM	
  –	
  Whole	
  World	
  Map	
  
ECMWF	
  –	
  European	
  Model	
  
There	
  are	
  many	
  weather	
  models	
  –UK,	
  Canada,	
  Japan	
  
The	
  Global	
  Satellites	
  are	
  half	
  the	
  distance	
  between	
  the	
  earth	
  and	
  moon	
  
Doplar	
  Radar	
  upgraded	
  (uses	
  vertical	
  and	
  horizontal	
  waves)	
  for	
  3D	
  resolution	
  
	
   Big	
  Caveat	
  –	
  we	
  live	
  in	
  mountains,	
  radar	
  does	
  not	
  pick	
  up	
  valley	
  information	
  well,	
  
Spotters	
  are	
  very	
  useful	
  
Dec	
  7	
  is	
  Skywarn	
  Recognition	
  Day,	
  hams	
  can	
  help	
  out	
  
	
  
Minutes	
  –	
  Discussion	
  about	
  how	
  or	
  when	
  to	
  disseminate	
  unapproved	
  minutes.	
  	
  Lewis	
  NQ7D	
  read	
  the	
  September	
  
minutes.	
  	
  Donnie	
  moved	
  to	
  accept	
  as	
  corrected.	
  	
  Donna	
  KC5WRA	
  2nd.	
  	
  Approved.	
  
	
  
Jerry	
  Ehli	
  N7GE,	
  HARC	
  Treasurer	
  gave	
  his	
  report	
  as	
  of	
  October	
  31,	
  2013.	
  
Paul	
  N7PAS	
  moved	
  to	
  accept.	
  	
  Donna	
  KC5WRA	
  2nd.	
  	
  Passed.	
  
	
  
Paul	
  N7PAS	
  reported	
  7	
  people	
  passed	
  their	
  tech	
  exam	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  11/11/2013	
  meeting.	
  
	
   6	
  -­‐	
  Technician	
  and	
  1	
  -­‐	
  General	
  
	
  
The	
  Repeater	
  Committee	
  had	
  nothing	
  to	
  report.	
  
	
  
Christmas	
  Party	
  will	
  be	
  Dec	
  9th	
  @	
  6pm	
  at	
  the	
  Eagle’s	
  Lodge.	
  	
  Dec	
  1st	
  is	
  deadline	
  to	
  order	
  and	
  pay	
  for	
  dinner.	
  	
  There	
  
will	
  be	
  a	
  White	
  Elephant	
  gift	
  exchange	
  with	
  a	
  top	
  limit	
  of	
  $10	
  value.	
  	
  Still	
  working	
  on	
  getting	
  a	
  speaker.	
  
	
  
Net	
  Control	
  Operator	
  Schedule	
  –	
  Nov	
  13	
  Bill	
  W4YMA,	
  Nov	
  20	
  Paul	
  N7PAS,	
  Nov	
  27	
  Mike	
  K7MSO,	
  Dec	
  4	
  Donna	
  
KC5WRA,	
  	
  Dec	
  11	
  Mike	
  K7MSO,	
  Dec	
  18	
  Dick	
  Walton	
  W7XT	
  
	
  
Bob	
  Henderson	
  N7MSU	
  presented	
  the	
  Nominating	
  Committee	
  report.	
  
President	
  –	
  Lewis	
  Ball	
  NQ7D	
  
Vice	
  President	
  –	
  Dick	
  Walton	
  W7XT	
  
Secretary	
  Team	
  –	
  Donna	
  Pecastaing	
  KC5WRA	
  and	
  Maggie	
  Lough	
  KF7KEE	
  
Repeater	
  Committee	
  –	
  Paul	
  Shuey	
  N7PAS	
  and	
  Donnie	
  C	
  Fort	
  W7XY	
  
Bill	
  W4YMA	
  moved	
  to	
  accept	
  report.	
  	
  Tom	
  K0SN	
  2nd.	
  Passed.	
  
	
  
Mike	
  K7MSO	
  mentioned	
  that	
  2014	
  marks	
  the	
  100th	
  Anniversary	
  of	
  ARRL.	
  	
  A	
  suggestion	
  was	
  made	
  to	
  promote	
  ARRL	
  
at	
  Field	
  Day.	
  
	
  
Paul	
  N7PAS	
  moved	
  to	
  adjourn.	
  	
  Donnie	
  W7XY	
  2nd.	
  	
  Passed.	
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 W7DHB DENNIS SK 
 

Dennis Barthel, W7DHB, 82 years old, passed away on November 23, 2013 from complications of 
Alzheimer's Disease in California.   Dennis was a member of Hellgate Amateur Radio Club for many years, 
after retiring to the Missoula area.   He was a valued supporter of many club activities and regular fixture at 
HARC breakfasts on Saturday mornings.   Always the cheerful gentleman, Dennis loved to share his time 
and knowledge, as a VE Examiner, HARC Treasurer, Field Day operator and much more.   Born and 
raised in Hasen, ND, he was first licensed in 1951, as WN9OYC.  He was trained as an electrical engineer 
at Valparaiso University, and his career in radio technology included service with ITT Laboratories, RCA, 
Rockwell, and Boeing.  He was a Life Member of ARRL.  He and his wife June returned to California 
several years ago to be closer to their children.  Dennis surely will be missed by those of us that knew him 
here.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


