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Minutes September, 2016 meeting

Introductions: Mike Leary K7TMSO called the meeting to order. The following were in attendance
— Donna Pecastaing KC5WRA, Dick Walton W7XT, Paul Shuey N7PAS, David Herzberg
KI7FGN, Gary Duncan KG7WYQ, Jonathan Farnsworth KK6RRP, Larry Stipe K7GIS, Bryce
Nordgren AF7RQ, Elaine Case KS7LDS, Gary Bruce K70lJ, Tom McGinley K7QA, Rich
Kingdon K7QNZ, Tom Hellem KOSN, Bill Farrell W4YMA, Eric Sedgwick NZ7S, Mike Leary
K7MSO, Jackie Harrington KC7RBC, Maggie Lough KF7KEE.

Approval of last meeting minutes Donna Pecastaing KC5WRA moved, Gary 2nd, Passed

Treasurer’'s Report tabled.

Repeater Committee Report by Eric Sedgwick NZ7S

146.80 Blanchard Mtn — Up and worked great for OGF

146.90 Point Six — Club application for building denied by USFS. Looks like repeater can stay
for foreseeable future.

146.96 Thompson Peak — Inspection by USFS

HF Committee Report— Working on 20-meter monobander.

Audit Report — Dick W7XT is in contact with the Treasurer, Jerry NG7E and will have the audit
done by October’s meeting.

Recent Events

Ovando Gran Fondo — Went great this year. Ham communication was absolutely solid. The
number of total riders was about 185 to 191. There were some incidents with riders and
volunteers, however. There were many novice riders and many riders diverted straight into
Ovando. A ham on an ATV was very helpful. The fact that there were two ride directors with
FRS radio was confusing.

Upcoming Events

JOTA (15 October) — not much interest has been shown by Troops, may be cancelled.
Skywarn (2/3 December). Communicating with

Christmas Dinner (12 December)

VHF Net NCS assignments:
Oct 12 —

Oct 19 -

Oct 26 —

Nov 2 — Donna KC5WRA

*** Next Club meeting: Oct 10.
Program: None

Good and Welfare.

Adjournment Paul N7PAS moved, Donna 2nd, Passed
The Ovando Gran Fondo, 2016
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The Hellgate Amateur Radio Club once again provided essential communications for the
Ovando Gran Fondo benefit bicycle ride for the Missoula Symphony. HARC has supported the
OGF each year since its inception, now five years in succession. This year’s ride took place
Saturday, September 10". Though the date was a bit earlier in the month than previous rides,
the weather for this year's event was cooler than in past years, much to the delight of the riders,
and the relief of the Net Control Station personnel. As always, HARC’s work was greatly
appreciated by the Symphony Association and the riders. One ride official was overheard to
remark that HARC, “ran a tight ship.”

The HARC OGF Volunteer Honor Roll

Jerry Ehli, N7GE, setup, net control operator, and station Hotel.

Dave Dobbins, K7GPS, setup, station Bravo and net control operator.

Gayle Walton, unlicensed draftee, principal net control logger — Alpha.

Becky Smith, unlicensed draftee, station Bravo and assistant NCS logger.

Gary Bruce, K70lJ, station Charlie.

Elaine Case, KS7LDS, station Charlie.

Mike Leary, KTMSO, setup, stations Charlie, Kilo and HARC’s event photographer.
Vic Applegate, K7VK, station Delta.

Paul Shuey, N7PAS, station Echo.

Jerri Shuey, N7JGS, station Echo.

Eric Sedgwick, NZ7S, setup, station X-Ray.

Donna Pecastaing, KC5WRA, and Jackie Harrington, KC7RBC, stations Foxtrot & Golf.
Glenn Meacham, KT7QA, station Hotel.

Larry Stipe, K7GIS, setup and station India.

Bryce Nordgren, AF7RQ, station Yankee, APRS digipeater.

Tom McGinley, K7QA, station Juliet.

Tom Hellem, KOSN, station Lima.

Gary Duncan, KG7WYQ, station Lima.

David Herzberg, KI7TFGN, Challenge Route sweep ATV, stations Delta and Hotel.
Rich Kingdon, K7QNZ, operator accompanying Medical Team.

Bill Farrell, W4YMA, operator accompanying Medical Team.

Lance Collister, W7GJ, operator accompanying sweep riders.
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David KI7FGN helped out with his ATV Vick K7VK at the entrance to the first challenge
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Paul N7PAS and Jerry N7GIJS at the exit

Glenn KT7QA at the exit of a challenge route Bryce AF7RQ up high on the trail
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Rich K7QNZ at point Kilo

Gary Duncon KG7WYQ helps with tear down
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National Traffic System™ Shakeup

Most amateur radio operators have heard of the National Traffic System™, if only because it is usually mentioned
in the preambles for familiar local nets. For example, the Montana Traffic Net (MTN, 3910 Khz, 0030Z) opens with
a standard preamble that states that MTN is part of NTS™. The same is true for our local CW net, IMN. A
complete description of NTS™, the flow of traffic (messages), and protocol and procedures will be found in any
edition of the ARRL’s Operating Manual.

Basically, NTS™ is a hierarchical network of networks, with the ladder beginning with /ocal nets, followed by
regional nets, and then area nets. The area nets are tied together by especially skilled operators making up the
Transcontinental Corps. A message originating in Cut Bank, bound for Elizabeth City NJ, for example, would start
out on MTN or IMN, go to RN7 or DRN7, our regional nets, and then to WAN, the Western Area Net, where it
would be assigned to a TCC operator. On the receiving side it would work its way down the corresponding ladder
to the recipient.

The recent shakeup in NTS™ occurred largely at the higher levels of the ladder. The problem began when the
former Eastern Area Director responded at length to inquiries from a FEMA official. ARRL Headquarters objected
to his engaging in these exchanges and ultimately removed him from his position in a rather high-handed manner.
The other two Directors were also summarily removed. The result was a revolt by a large part of the most skilled
NTS™ traffic handlers, many of whom were long-term ARRL members.

A new umbrella organization, called Radio Relay International, has been formed. Many of the higher level nets
have chosen to affiliate with RRI, some changing their names, accordingly. For example, our area net had been
PAN, the Pacific Area Net, since its formation; but PAN is now WAN, the Western Area Net. It serves the same
area and performs the same functions, but is affiliated with RRI, rather than the ARRL’s NTS™. It must be
emphasized that no net relationships have changed: our traffic still goes to RN7 (also now an RRI net) and from
RN7 to WAN, etc. The RRI system meshes with NTS™.,

The dust has not yet settled in this dispute. We do not know how things will fall out in the end. ARRL has
trademarked ‘NTS’ and ‘National Traffic System’ (as our use indicates) to prevent their being used by RRI. Many
of the RRI affiliated operators are CW devotees, and part of their objection to ARRL'’s actions seems to be based
on a declining interest in CW traffic handling at ARRL Headquarters. One thing to be noted in considering that
issue is that FEMA set a test of the CW nets’ capability of moving messages to its D.C. offices from across the
country and the nets’ performance surpassed their requirements.
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Donnie Fort W7XY and Montana Vanity Plates

In 1963 Donnie Fort moved to Montana and ob-
tained his Amateur Radio Operator (ARO) license. He
then purchased Montana’s first alternative license
plate—the Amateur Radio Operator plates. “The
plates on our cars |dentifv us in times of need,” he
wrote. “Years ago when there was no telephone ser-
vice South of Great Falls, we
would monitor their radios and
call firetrucks and ambulances if
they were needed to save lives.”

Though AROs are deemed
“hobbyists,” in times of need
they are anything but. Following
the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, Fort received radio
communications from the sur-
rounding New Orleans area.

“I ordered supplies for different
places there... They had no e
phone service, and | talked to them by radio and or-
dered by phone,” he wrote. Fort was able to bring
aid to those across the country from his home in Mis-
soula.

“The plates on our cars identify
us in times of need.”

The history of the ARO plates is an obscure one, but
asit turns out, it shaped the way license plates would
be issued today. In 1956 Vernon Philips was elected
Montana Section Communication Manager of the
American Relay League. “It was part of my duties to
What | could for Amateur Radio,” he wrote.

Photo courtesy of Ven hillps

When the Phones Go Down: i
The Peo‘ple and Plates Behind the Amateur Radio Operator

Philips helped form the committee that submn:tedl
the bill for ARO plates in Montana. After the bill |
was signed, the first plates were available in 1958.

At the time, Montana had few stamps of letters; '
however, federally assigned call letters could in-
clude any letters and zeros. This re-|
quired the state to purchase the|
 lettered stamps, which eventually Ied ;

1
|
i
{

stamp. |
i

1 According to Ken Kopp, an ARO and |
owner of a 1958 plate with a zero,%
4 ‘the slash across the ‘O’ is hand-|

made by the prison tag ship’s fore-§
man, who happened to be a Hamf
[radio operator]. A ‘slashed 0’ was|
™ finally purchased at a cost of $96";
years later. ;

The committee also changed the way Montanans

receive license plates today. At the time of the ARO |
license plate’s inception, license plates were issued;
to vehicles and stayed with them regardless of thei
owner. This meant the alternate plate could not '
cover the original plate, according to Vernon Phil-;
lips. “The committee, and others, pressured the Leg-f
islature into making a further change to the law sof
that license plates were issued to the individual in- |

stead of the vehicle,” Philips wrote in Splatter. i

Out of the 250 plus specialty plates available today, i
only a small section require specific documentation. !

Military plates require verification of a DD-214. J;f
Continued on Page 2. P> 4
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Qonfferent types of “first responder” plates require
svenﬁcanon from another source. However, the ARO
plate is the only Montana plate that requires a spe-
cmc license to obtain. Many of these license plates

x come with sacrifice. These plate designations remind
i the state of Montana of its citizens’ selfless acts, and
m times of peril, who to seek out for help.

’ Fort wrote, “In a lot of cases it has been experience

| and being able to think on your feet.” He added, “of
' course, being available at any time is a big plus.”

i ) Photo of newspaper clipping oourtesy of Vernon Phtllnps

Blanchard Mountain Repeater Repair
Photos by Bryce AF7RQ

Page 9 of 9
. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|



